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This summer I participated in an internship at Institut Imagine’s Ophthalmological Genetics Laboratory in 
Paris, France. As a research intern in the lab, I observed and assisted with a variety of projects relating to the lab's 
research. My daily tasks often included performing protocols and then working with those in the lab to analyze 
results and determine the next steps. The skills I gained from this experience include an increased confidence in 
my laboratory skills, the ability to apply my knowledge of biology to real-world research, and a strengthened ability 
to analyze and interpret data. Beyond just the scientific realm, I feel I took a lot away from this experience in terms 
of the work environment. Because I was working in Paris, I spoke French throughout my internship. This was 
definitely an added challenge. However, it greatly improved my French skills, speaking so often and with only native 
speakers. In addition to the language, I learned much about working with those from different backgrounds and 
cultures from my own. This was an experience unlike any other I have had, and I feel I have grown a lot through 
facing the challenges of participating in an internship all while in a foreign country. 

When it comes to informing my own path forward, this internship helped confirm some of the things I have 
been thinking about for my future career plans. I went into the internship thinking that although I would learn a lot 
about research and enjoy doing the daily work involved in that, I don’t have a strong interest in doing research as 
an ultimate career. Though the science behind everything is still extremely interesting to me, I’d rather have a 
slightly different vantage point. I’ve been thinking about a career in patent law, and I’m still considering that path 
after completing my internship. 

I am so grateful to have had such welcoming and helpful co-workers and supervisors who were always 
open to questions or willing to show me how to perform different protocols. I learned quite a bit from all of them 
and thank them so much for their time and effort. If I were to give future interns any advice, it would simply be to 
ask questions, no matter how small you think they are. Even if you think it’s something you should already know, 
don’t hesitate. Most importantly, this is a learning experience, and you won’t learn if you don’t admit you don’t 
know something. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships for making this 
internship possible for me. This has been an incredible learning experience on many levels, which would not have 
been possible without this generous funding. 
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Adjusting My Perspective from Next Door - Summer Research in London, Ontario 
Natalie Bax ’24 
Statistics 
Fulbright Canada MITACS and Western University | London, Canada 
 

I spent the summer of 2023 at Western University in London, a city in Ontario, Canada. As a student 
researcher, I learned about survival analysis and practiced skills related to exploring statistical literature and coding 
in R. As part of my work, I modeled the amount of time ICU patients spend on ventilators, using data from ICUs at 
several hospitals in London.  

Having models that allow doctors and hospital administrators to predict how long patients will stay on 
ventilators enables hospital staff to predict ventilator availability. Knowing how many ventilators will be available 
in the near future can help doctors schedule surgeries since patients need ventilators after some procedures. In 
general, it also helps administrators plan and manage hospital occupancy, such as deciding whether and when to 
transfer patients. These models are especially important given the recent increase in ventilator usage due to the 
pandemic, making unoccupied ventilators more scarce and contributing to a rise in delayed and canceled surgeries.  

Aside from developing these models and my statistical knowledge, I was surprised by - and I am very 
grateful for - the connections I made this summer, particularly with other research interns. I proactively reached 
out to people, allowing me to experience the joy of new friendships. I made friends with undergraduate, master's, 
and Ph.D. students from France, China, Colombia, Mexico, Germany, India, and England making for a very global 
summer experience. I will cherish my memories of adventuring with them and learning with them for a long time.  

One of my greatest takeaways from this summer is that there is an important power in self-motivation and 
self-criticism. Throughout my internship, whenever I managed to finish one of my weekly presentations with a day 
or two left over before I presented, I had time to think, analyze, and ask more questions, allowing me to make more 
progress. Years and years of busy academic settings have left me somewhat dependent on strict deadlines as a 
motivator. While this has encouraged some great work, there is still potential for more thoughtful, useful, and 
progressive work. This summer, I was reminded that this potential could be fulfilled, given time and curiosity to 
reflect and criticize. I relished the gift of time and the opportunity to criticize my own work this summer, and I will 
continue to do so throughout my career and life.  

I would like to thank my advisors, Camila de Souza and Felipe Rodrigues, for their guidance, support, and 
enthusiasm throughout my internship experience. I would also like to thank Carleton College and Anthony Tancredi 
’85, who created the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships, which helped fund my experience in 
Canada. Additionally, I would like to thank Fulbright Canada and Mitacs, which together formed the Fulbright 
Canada Mitacs Globalink Program that organized and helped fund my internship.  
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La Recherche dans La Ville lumière 
Albert Ezem Osakwe ’25 
Computer Science 
LIP6 Laboratory | Paris, France 
 

This summer I worked as a research assistant at Sorbonne University, under the direction of Maria Rifqi 
and Christophe Marsala. During the 8-week period, I looked into the geographic, academic, social, and racial data 
of students accepted by Pantheon-Assas University, and tried to find if this data was a good predictor of academic 
success in higher education.  

Prior to this internship, I set SMART goals that I would work to achieve during the period, and I am glad to 
say I was able to achieve them. For starters, I worked towards the SMART learning goals by being flexible with 
whom I was working with/under. At the start of the internship, there were a lot of moving parts and I was 
communicating with various people that helped expand my network. Eventually, after everything settled, I was 
able to connect with individuals within my team personally and develop a professional connection. As for the 
second learning goal I created, I was able to apply the skills I had picked up in machine learning and apply them to 
a real research question, and even present my results to the team at the end of my stay. Finally, I did all this in a 
French-speaking environment, and I was able to improve my command of the French language, to the point where 
I can function reasonably well within a mostly French-speaking work environment. 

In working towards these goals, I also learned more about myself and my future plans. I learned that I do 
enjoy research, and especially research that uses machine learning to learn new things that are difficult to do with 
pure statistical methods. I also learned a lot more about French (and even European) culture while doing research. 
An added bonus as I also spent the past term studying abroad in Paris and learning about the socioeconomic, 
political, and cultural situation of Paris, and to a larger extent, France.  

I would also like to use this opportunity to thank the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships 
for giving me the chance to participate in this amazing project. I truly enjoyed the time I spent abroad doing 
research, but it would not have been possible without their backing. The experience has been a major eureka 
moment for me in many ways, and I am truly grateful for their support. 
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Broadcasting Live on French National Radio in Paris, France 
Abigail Goff ’25 
Religion 
Beur FM | Paris, France 
 

This summer, I spent two months interning at a radio station in Paris, France called Beur FM as a “journalism 
intern.” I participated daily on two different radio shows for the duration of the internship. On “La matinale,” a 
lighthearted cultural show, I began giving weekly chronicles about museum openings and concerts. Towards the 
end of the summer, I invested more time into projects I designed myself. For example, I proposed to interview 
students who had immigrated to France from Maghreb (a region of 5 countries in North Africa). Beur FM is an 
identity radio station, with a large French audience of listeners with personal connections to Magreb. Additionally, 
I helped out with “Les Zinformes”, a political talk show each evening. Every day, I presented a chronical about an 
international or local news headline. I selected the headline, researched the topic, wrote a 300-word script, 
practiced presenting my script in French, and then gave the report live on air in the evening.  

I learned how to respond to a tight deadline, work independently, and express myself to audiences of 
different cultural and language backgrounds in an engaging way. On the political talk show, I presented chronicles 
while surrounded by French politicians, activists, union leaders, and lawyers. I was always the youngest person in 
the room by decades, and frequently the only woman. To present an engaging chronicle, I had to learn how to 
master my voice. To master my voice, I had to master confidence. To master confidence, I had to be grounded in 
space. To do this, I had to feel like I belonged even when everything about the experience made me feel like an 
outsider. By the end, I could laugh and make jokes. This was in part thanks to one of my bosses, Adile Farquane, 
who told me to envision that I was talking to one person when I spoke into the microphone.  

I did not like broadcasting live on the radio, but I enjoyed the writing and research process. I liked the 
conversation style of the political talk show, but I did not like the entertainment value. One of the reasons that I 
struggled to enjoy the broadcasting is due to feeling imposter syndrome that was highly dependent on the context. 
My boss would introduce me as the “young American journalist”. I was treated with a lot of respect, and I wish I 
had felt during the internship that I earned that respect instead of thinking that I was pretending to be something 
I was not.  

I am grateful for the financial support I received from the Fred D. Anderson Foundation - The Visiting 
Professor of American Studies and the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships. I am also grateful to 
the president of Beur FM, Djima Kettane who welcomed me to the company.  My advice to other students looking 
to participate in an internship abroad is to find a supportive living environment that will energize you when you are 
tackling a cultural challenge that might seem daunting. This summer made me a lot more courageous. 
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Internship Experience at the École Normale Supérieure 
Casey MacVeagh ’24 
Chemistry 
École Normale Supérieure | Paris, France 
 

Thanks to the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships, this summer I was able to complete an 
internship at the École Normale Supérieure in Paris. For the duration of this internship, I lived independently in Paris, 
working in a chemistry laboratory. From this experience, I was able to perform meaningful research and attain a 
greater understanding of what it is like to pursue a Ph.D. in chemistry. I was also able to work alongside people 
with numerous different cultural backgrounds and develop the skills necessary to navigate a foreign country on 
my own.  

In this internship, I worked on an individual project, with supervision from my boss. A former Ph.D. student 
of hers had developed capsules with the eventual intent of carrying biomolecules for uses such as drug delivery. 
These capsules are formed through water-in-oil emulsions, but for biological purposes, the capsules must be 
transferred out of oil and into an aqueous solution. My work then entailed exploring other possible surfactant/oil 
combinations to determine the best method for creating the most stable capsules because the second stage of 
the work was to use various molecules to attempt to extract the capsules.  

I found that this project had the ups and downs that I associate with scientific research. There were weeks 
at a time when I was trying numerous things, none of which worked. This was frustrating, as I simply had to be 
patient and keep exploring the project in different ways. Looking back, the negative results that I gathered were 
also useful, and it is important to gain an understanding of the difficult parts of research as well as the fun and 
exciting parts.  

This internship, while interesting, has not completely clarified in my head what I want to do as a career. I 
have discovered that I do not want to enter academia, but that does not necessarily mean I do not want to pursue 
a Ph.D. I have also learned from this experience that having a place of work where I like my coworkers and enjoy 
spending time with them is important to me. Being happy to see and chat with my lab mates each day improved 
my experience in this internship. This realization will be important to me in the future as I have developed a greater 
understanding of the conditions in which I am happiest at work.  

This internship gave me the opportunity to learn what I wanted: about being a chemistry Ph.D., about 
performing research, and about living in a foreign country. I have also, more unexpectedly, learned what I need 
from my work and made friends through this experience. And, with the skills and knowledge I have gained from 
this internship, I will be more confident in whatever the future holds. 
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Finding Growth and Inspiration through Permaculture Living 
Erin Mattingly ’26 
Undeclared 
De Helleborus | Groningen, Netherlands 
 

This summer I worked at De Helleborus, a permaculture farm and hostel located in Groningen in the 
Netherlands. The hostel consists of fourteen accommodations, including private tents, group tents, and dorm beds. 
My responsibilities for this internship included cleaning accommodations, helping with the garden, assisting with 
construction projects, and working as a host. I primarily occupied the hosting position where I greeted guests, gave 
tours of the campsite, and spread the mission of De Helleborus. 

The ultimate goal of De Helleborus is to become entirely self-sufficient. The owners are passionate about 
creating a space that does not harm the environment but instead uplifts and preserves the natural world. The hostel 
attempts to do this by recycling shower water, using compost toilets, cultivating the garden, giving the camp cats 
our leftovers from dinner, etc. I gained many skills through living in this environmentally conscious atmosphere 
such as how to support an organic farm, build necessary structures for permaculture living, and minimize water 
and food waste. A major takeaway for me was the amount of work required to live in an environmentally positive 
way. It can be tedious to check the poop bins every day, weed for six hours, or live in a tent. However, these 
everyday efforts are what have brought De Helleborus closer and closer to becoming self-reliant and can provide 
a road map for how to move forward as climate change affects the planet.  

In addition to broadening my awareness of the work required to combat climate change, this internship 
helped me grow as an individual. I discovered the importance of frequent and clear communication in a professional 
context. Having conversations, even if they are uncomfortable, provides an opportunity to resolve problems and 
feel heard. I was able to share my concerns about how the hostel treats employees and candidly describe the 
emotional tolls of living and working at De Helleborus. It was a gift to work at a place with a mission I believed in 
and feel like I had the ability to make a difference by communicating what changes were necessary to create a 
healthy working environment. 

I advise other students pursuing internships to take the Career Center’s required reflection exercises 
seriously. Genuinely reflecting on what you are learning maximizes how much you gain from your experience. 
Internships are valuable opportunities to discover how to navigate personal and professional worlds.  

I would like to thank the Career Center and the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships for 
providing me with this opportunity to contribute to efforts combating climate change and experience self-growth 
and discovery. Additionally, I am forever grateful for the lifelong friends I made at De Helleborus and for my 
manager, Hannah. Her passion and grace is a blessing and inspiration to everyone who surrounds her. 
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Data Analysis in Paris: A Journey in Self-Discovery 
Troy Osborn ’25 
Statistics 
Equipe de Recherche en Epidémiologie Nutritionnelle / INSERM-Paris 13 | Paris, France 
 

After spending last spring term abroad in Paris, I stayed in the city to participate in an internship with 
EREN, a French research team in the field of nutritional epidemiology. Before I go on, I’d like to extend heartfelt 
thanks to the people who made this experience possible, including the OCS office for the endless logistical and 
visa support, IFE for matching me with an internship and providing housing support, EREN for being wonderful 
hosts, and of course, the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships for providing me with the financial 
resources this experience required. 

While my internship duties were mainly confined to data manipulation and analysis, my learning went much 
deeper than that. Most obviously, navigating housing, meals, transportation, and time management in this new 
environment, all in a language I started learning just two years ago, was no small feat. I’m sure I stuck out like a 
sore thumb those first few weeks, asking for help in my too-formal French and committing about every American-
ism out there. But of course, I learned with time. I picked up some French slang, memorized directions to places I 
commonly went, and finally mastered how to type on the French keyboard at work.  

Like every other part of this experience, the internship itself defied all preconceived notions. What I thought 
would be a highly collaborative, fast-paced position instead had me sitting at a desk alone with no real coworkers. 
My misconceptions showed: that on my first day alone, I managed to show up at the wrong building, dress up too 
nicely for the dress code, and struggle to operate the outdated computer system. As time went on, the unexpected 
realities piled up, so one of the biggest things I learned from this experience was how to work under unfamiliar 
conditions and adapt to a suboptimal environment. To that point, my boss was too busy to meet with me most 
days, and my email communication with her wasn’t exactly standard thanks to language difficulties and that darn 
French keyboard layout, so working independently and filling in learning gaps myself were important keys to 
success.  

Though I did not work formally with anyone other than my boss, I did make some friends at the company. 
Each day at around 12:30, a group of us - all interns and grad students around my age - would eat a leisurely lunch 
together, outside if at all possible. As close to mandatory as any of my actual job duties, this was an important 
source of relaxation and connection. These lunches, which lasted long after everyone had finished eating, are a 
perfect manifestation of French culture as it differs from ours. The cliché I learned, is true; while Americans live to 
work, the French simply work to live - no job is more important than enjoying oneself. And so, as I reflect upon my 
wonderful time in France, I see I learned not only loads of technical skills but how to live a little better, too.  
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Researching Extremism at the World Jewish Congress 
Mia Strubel Iram ’25 
Political Science/International Relations 
World Jewish Congress | Brussels, Belgium 
 

This summer I interned with the Intel Unit for the World Jewish Congress (WJC) in Brussels, Belgium. At 
the WJC I researched various forms of extremism, including antisemitism, that are not yet accessible to the general 
public. Prior to arriving in Brussels, I spent 10 weeks on the OCS (Beyond) Nationalism and Xenophobia in Central 
and Eastern Europe where I learned about nationalism both past and present in Bucharest, Romania; Belgrade, 
Serbia; and Mostar and Sarajevo, Bosnia. The program took us to important sites of history and on the side I 
explored important Jewish historical sites. I was fascinated by everything I learned on OCS and was eager to 
continue learning and exploring Jewish history and themes of nationalism and its relationship to antisemitism.  

OCS gave me ample historical context and personal perspective on issues of nationalism that 
complimented the work I did with WJC. At the WJC, I researched people, organizations, and events that express 
forms of extremism and hate that pose a threat to the safety of a range of communities. Through this research, I 
gained a greater understanding of larger tropes and patterns of extremism.  

The Intel Unit is entirely virtual with members spread across Europe. In Brussels I worked hybrid, splitting 
my time between cafes and the WJC headquarters. Although no one from the Intel Unit was based in Brussels, I 
became well acquainted with WJC staff from various departments. The more time I spent in the office, the more I 
noticed how consistently good my colleagues were at taking work breaks. Taking social breaks and having 
communal lunches gave us the opportunity to get to know one another and talk about our own experiences, about 
being Jewish in Europe versus America, and other topics. When I incorporated more breaks into my work routine 
I found that my research, which at times was very emotionally and intellectually difficult, became more manageable. 
I refined my ability to focus and became a productive and efficient researcher.  

Over the course of my internship, I formed close relationships with a few of my Intel Unit colleagues. One 
thing I learned from my colleagues is that it’s always better to ask more rather than fewer questions. When I became 
more comfortable asking about anything that sparked my curiosity or confused me, I felt more confident with my 
work. At times the research was overwhelming and heavy and I found support in the honest conversations I had 
with my colleagues about what extremism and antisemitism mean for the world and my community specifically. I 
appreciated the space and time that was given to fully process the gravity of our research.    

Working at the WJC allowed me to combine my personal and educational interests in nationalism and 
extremism and turn the work into something more concrete that will help inform others about the risks of 
extremism. I look forward to continuing to reflect on the work I did this summer, and I am grateful to the Abeona 
Endowed Fund for International Internships for its financial support, which gave me the ability to pursue this 
internship. 
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Exploring Through the Internship Experience 
Luke Wharton ’25 
Computer Science 
Tag Video Systems | Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel 
 

Thank you to the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships for making my internship experience 
this summer possible. This summer, I worked for Tag Video Systems, a software-based integrated IP multi-viewing, 
probing, and monitoring solutions for broadcasting and content distributors. My main task was creating and 
implementing a web app designed to show and search available streams located on a virtual machine for testing 
purposes.  

Through this process, I was able to learn many valuable skills that will benefit me for years to come. First 
of all, I gained real-world experience implementing the ideas and knowledge I have gained in school to a real-life 
application. This was fascinating as I navigated the difference in pacing and the workload associated with this 
setting. This also provided me with the freedom to explore and build this application as I saw fit. There was no 
predetermined solution to my work, allowing me to experience a more open-ended and creative software design 
experience. The creativity involved in the experience is something that I did not expect going in, helping me work 
on my creativity skills in a way that I was surprised by. 

In addition, I had to work effectively to stay on top of my work as there were no partial deadlines for the 
project, with all work going towards the end goal of a finished application. Therefore, I had to make sure that I was 
staying on top of things and really making process towards this end every week despite not experiencing the same 
set deadlines that exist within a school setting every few days. This provided me with the necessity to improve my 
time management skills and forced me to keep myself accountable on the day-to-day. 

Moving forward, I plan to continue my career interest in software and computer science, but maybe to a 
lesser extent. I did enjoy the coding aspect of the internship, but I now realize that I might want some diversity in 
my work life with my time not being devoted exclusively to coding. I thoroughly enjoyed my interactions with my 
coworkers and others as we talked about problems and work-related issues, making me think I might want a more 
forward-facing position and interactions. Overall, I am extremely grateful for this experience as a whole as it 
provided me with my first real experience in the software world, improved numerous soft and hard skills, and 
provided me with insight into what I want to do with my life moving forward. 

I would advise other students moving through the internship process to not be afraid to do internships in 
many different fields since it is easy to get locked into one state of mind about what you want to do with your life. 
The internship process is about exploration and discovery as well as developing skills, making it equally important 
to engage in a multitude of fields as you try to figure out what to do with your life.   
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Identifying Phenotypic Differences Between Mutant Strains of Clostridioides 
difficile 
Ella Wiegman ’25 
Biology 
Université Paris Cité Faculté de Pharmacie | Paris, France 
 

During my two months at the Pharmacy Faculty of the City University of Paris, I worked on a project 
characterizing two mutant strains of Clostridioides difficile, a bacterium that can cause severe diarrhea and colitis. 
I used five microbiological procedures to examine key characteristics of the bacteria and identify phenotypic 
differences between them and a constant maternal strain. This internship was my first experience planning, 
organizing, and conducting a laboratory project independently. Despite some initial challenges, I significantly 
strengthened my organizational, time management, and problem-solving skills due to the guidance and modeling 
of my supervisor and labmates.  

I learned many new laboratory techniques such as how to swab petri dishes efficiently, measure the 
germination of bacterial spores, and work in an anaerobic chamber. I will utilize these concrete skills in future 
microbiology courses and lab research which will contribute toward my path in medicine and/or biomedical 
research. I also improved my communication skills in several ways. First, I strengthened my ability to gather my 
thoughts and coherently convey them to my supervisor and others in my lab. By synthesizing my results and 
theoretical knowledge, I can have informed, efficient conversations regarding the next steps of the project and 
potential challenges that must be solved. Additionally, I worked on my ability to educate and explain complex 
scientific topics to people without a prior understanding of the subject, such as friends and coworkers outside the 
lab. Given my immersion in the French language, I also improved my written and spoken French skills. 

Key lessons I have taken away from this experience include the importance of intellectual curiosity and 
challenge for my own satisfaction within a work setting. I enjoy working with others to analyze a challenge, research 
solutions, and use the scientific method during implementation. I learned that I am a person who appreciates having 
a clear, ordered plan of steps to complete a larger task, as it helps me feel accomplished throughout the process 
by completing smaller deliverables. As I pursue a career in research and/or medicine, I will certainly use each of 
these skills of project planning, collaboration, and communication in charting my path forward.  

I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to live and work in a new country, improving my French and 
gaining cross-cultural understanding all while exploring a field of biology that is new and intriguing to me. Thank 
you to the Abeona Endowed Fund for International Internships for financially supporting my internship and making 
this eye-opening experience possible. Thank you to my supervisor, Frédéric Barbut, for mentoring me and giving 
me the responsibility to grow. Thank you to the Carleton Career Center, specifically Luke Klefstad, for providing 
consistent guidance, support, and opportunities for reflection. Provided my internship experience, I would 
recommend other students take advantage of the opportunities and connections presented by an internship by 
asking many questions and discussing new aspects of the career with supervisors. Additionally, continuous 
reflection on new skills and challenges will help students utilize their experiences to inform future career decisions. 
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Exploring New Areas in Research: An Unforgettable Summer in Paris 
Sherry Zhang ’25 
Mathematics 
Centre International de Recherche sur l'Environnement et le Développemen | Paris, 
France 
 

Throughout my internship at CIRED (Centre international de recherche sur l'environnement et le 
développement) in Paris, I delved into the world of Data Science research, specifically conducting a quantitative 
analysis of the African air conditioner market. This experience has been both enlightening and transformative, 
leaving me with valuable skills and insights that will shape my future path. 

One of the main aspects of my internship involved data collection on air conditioners from various websites 
using web scraping techniques. I also utilized natural language processing to analyze the gathered data. Through 
these tasks, I learned the importance of attention to detail and the significance of accurate and reliable data in 
research. The process of data mining, cleaning, and analysis equipped me with essential data science skills that I 
can apply in various contexts. The internship also provided ample opportunities for self-learning. As I navigated 
through the complexities of data science, I realized the value of being proactive in seeking knowledge and 
resources independently. This skill of self-learning is invaluable in an ever-evolving field like Data Science, where 
staying up-to-date with the latest technologies and methodologies is crucial. Moreover, working at CIRED exposed 
me to a diverse team with different cultural backgrounds and expertise. Communicating and collaborating with 
people from various disciplines broadened my perspective and enhanced my communication skills. I learned how 
to convey complex ideas effectively and adapt my communication style to suit the audience, an essential skill in 
any professional setting. 

One surprising revelation during this experience was my growing fondness for coding. In the past, I was 
hesitant and disinterested in computer science work. However, as I immersed myself in data analysis and coding 
during the internship, I realized the power and practicality of coding in everyday life. I am delighted to have 
discovered a new passion and skill that I can utilize in future research endeavors. 

I am most grateful for the guidance and support provided by my supervisor. Their mentorship and 
encouragement throughout the internship were instrumental in my personal and professional growth. Their 
willingness to share knowledge and insights significantly enriched my learning experience. Looking ahead, the 
experience gained during this internship will undoubtedly shape my path forward. I now possess a deeper 
understanding of the research process, and I am considering pursuing another research opportunity next summer. 
The internship has instilled in me the confidence to take on challenges and explore new areas in research. 

In closing, I am incredibly grateful to the Career Center and the French Department for helping me find 
this enriching internship opportunity. Additionally, I extend my heartfelt appreciation to the Abeona Endowed Fund 
for International Internships for their generous support, which made this unforgettable summer in Paris possible. 
This internship has been a transformative journey, and I am excited to carry the skills and experiences gained into 
my future endeavors. 
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My Transformative and Rewarding Venture in Minneapolis Community Organizing 
Julius Bakke ’24
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Pursuing my Passion in Clay 
Mariko Bolton ’25 
Studio Art 
Northern Clay Center | Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

For ten weeks this summer, I worked as the Dona Turbes Summer Studio Intern at Northern Clay Center in 
Minneapolis. NCC is a community ceramics center and gallery that features pieces made by local and out-of-state 
potters around the country. NCC facilitates both adult ceramics classes and kids’ summer clay camps, as well as 
hosts a wide array of resident artists who have their own studio spaces in the building. My responsibilities as an 
intern were centered around the kids’ camp programming, specifically loading and firing work made by the 
campers and packing everything at the end of the week to be picked up. I also mixed clay and performed other 
studio maintenance tasks in between managing the kilns. I also volunteered as a teaching assistant for the clay 
camps for the first five weeks.  

The most important skills I gained this summer are independence, critical thinking and troubleshooting as 
a studio technician, and communication. Through this experience, I have not only gained independence in firing 
electric kilns but also have a much deeper understanding of kiln science through programming the kiln, where I 
learned how different ramp and hold cycles affect the firing process. Being the sole person in charge of loading 
the clay camp kilns also pushed me to think about how to optimize space in the kilns, as I often had a lot of pieces 
to load and a limited amount of space. I learned many tricks for packing the kilns tightly while still protecting the 
pieces from cracking or warping. Lastly, I built my communication skills through learning how to be open with my 
supervisor if I was struggling and learning how to ask for help. I had a wonderful network of staff supporting me 
throughout my experience, and I grew immensely in communicating what I felt comfortable with and what I needed 
support with. 

In challenging myself to apply for this position despite my own self-doubts about my abilities and nerves 
about living alone in the city, I’m really glad that I took this chance; though it was definitely overwhelming at first, 
I grew a lot and am proud of the work I did. I would encourage my fellow Carls to apply to summer experiences 
outside of their comfort zone; a key lesson I learned about myself is that I can often do more than I think.  

I am so grateful for the wonderful community at NCC. I felt so held and appreciated by all the staff 
members, and I was so lucky to get to learn from such talented and creative people. I will definitely use the skills I 
gained at NCC in the future. I really enjoyed my time as a studio technician, and am interested in it as a possible 
career path. I am so grateful to the Andy, Kim, and Alex Wilson Endowed Internship Fund for making this summer 
possible; they gave me the opportunity to spend my summer pursuing my passion for ceramics. 

 



 

  

Barbara A. Will ’70 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Beginnings of a Career in Public Service 
Grace Enz ’26

 



 

  

Barbara A. Will ’70 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

On the Ground 
Chance Tunnissen ’26

 



 

  

Barry “Mike” Casper Memorial Endowed Internship  
 

A Summer of Growth, Consideration, and Reflection 
Ian Ferrucci ’24

 



 

  

Barry “Mike” Casper Memorial Endowed Internship  
 

Environmental Policy in and Out of Government 
Gabriel Kaplan ’25

 



 

  

The Carl and Ruth Weiner Fund for Social Justice Internships  
 

Video Mitigation at the Legal Aid Society 
Isabel Intrater ’26

 



 

  

Chang-Lan Endowed Fund  
 

Taiwan: A Meeting of My Past, Present, and Future 
Lyn Chen ’26

 



 

  

Chang-Lan Endowed Fund  
 

Student Mental Health at Beijing Normal University 
Luojia (Anna) Cui ’24

 



 

  

Chang-Lan Endowed Fund  
 

Telecommunication Engineering Internship: An Enlightening Journey 
Yuelin Kuang ’24

 



 

  

Chang-Lan Endowed Fund  
 

The Last Line of Defense: Testing Engineer 
Yuxin Lin ’24

 



 

  

Chang-Lan Endowed Fund  
 

Researching Ecological-Dermatological Correlations in the Taiwanese Population 
Kamaal Somji ’26

 
 



 

  

Chang-Lan Endowed Fund  
 

The Aftermath of Covid-19: Summer Geriatric Depression Research 
Yichen Zhang ’24

 
 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Navigating Nature-Based Education 
Laura Boyd ’25

 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Confirming Interests in Psychology Research 
Huanchen Cai ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Leaving Home for Homer: A Transformative Summer on an Alaskan Peony Farm 
Cathy Duan ’25

 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Summer Fieldwork in Costa Rica      
Rebecca Lerdau ’25

 
 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Exploring Scientific Research at Scripps Institute 
Leo Qi ’24

 
 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Plasmid Design in St. Paul, Minnesota 
Phoebe Sinner ’24

 
 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Investigating Cnidarian Symbiosis and Immunity at Texas State University 
Micah Strike ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Fund for Internships  
 

Visualizing Hypoxia, My Summer 2023 Experience 
Kai Weiner ’25

 
 



 

  

Class of 1964 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Finding a Passion for Law 
Mustafa Abbashar ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1964 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Working with a Worker-Coop 
Ella Cunningham ’24

 

 



 

  

Class of 1964 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Research: Love and Troubleshooting 
Margaret Hu ’26

 



 

  

Class of 1964 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Milkweed Summer 
Anya Mitton-Fry ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1964 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

My Introduction to Law and the World of Sports 
Eli Venetis ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1970 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

The Essence of Life 
Jens Bartel ’25

 
 



 

  

Class of 1970 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Trekking through a Summer of Child-Led Exploration 
Anna Frankel ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1970 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Cancer Research in Houston 
Wanying Na ’24

 



 

  

Class of 1970 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Harnessing the Sun: The smartest way to use the Earth’s resources 
Sylvie Reiners ’26

 
 



 

  

Class of 1970 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

A Summer of Research at the University of Chicago A.C.I.D Lab  
Maya Wolff ’24

 
 



 

  

David T.C. Jones ’74 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Learning How to Work on My Own 
Ingrid Anderson ’25

 



 

  

David T.C. Jones ’74 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Working in a Medical Laboratory at UCLA 
Jordan Appelbaum ’25

 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund  

 

Knowing the Ancient Texts 
Abdullah Ansar ’25

 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

 

Quantum Technology at Work in Industry 
Woohyeok Choi ’24

 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

My Summer with CTUL  
Myles Fisher ’25

 
 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

 

Experiencing the Property Management Industry 
Yuv Kataria ’24

 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

 

Economic Policy and Public Affairs: A Summer in Commerce 
Leo Kugel ’26

 
 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

 

A Career-Changing Experience 
Chris Melo Mejia ’25

 



 

  

Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

 

Popcorn Lung Research in Ohio 
Frank Sheffield ’24
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Dolores D. Oswald ’46 and Hanan D. Wedlan Endowed 
Internship Fund 

 

Internship Reflection at SinoLink Shanghai 
Xingyi Zhang ’24

 
 



 
 

  

Donald A. Camp ’70 and Elizabeth Hart Camp Endowed 
Internship Fund  

 

My Time at the Traditional Arts and Ethnology Centre  
Eila Planinc ’26 
Undeclared 
Traditional Arts and Ethnology Centre | Luang Prabang, Laos 
 

Interning at the Traditional Arts and Ethnology Centre (TAEC) has been one of the most unique and 
rewarding experiences in my life. I never thought I would have a chance to visit Asia, much less live and work there 
for a month. Looking back now that the work is completed, I can say that this has been my most fulfilling summer 
so far. 

The majority of our work was helping to prepare the museum for its upcoming exhibition: Claiming 
Inspiration: Artisans, Culture, Commercialisation. The exhibition will follow the Oma people of Laos in their attempt 
to protect their traditional designs and knowledge from theft. In 2019, the Oma had their designs misappropriated, 
and have since been working with the TAEC to protect their art and provide a framework for other ethnic minority 
groups across the world. 

We created content for the tablets featured in the exhibition. The tablets will have more specific 
information than the exhibition plaques and posters, giving especially savvy or interested visitors a way to learn 
more about the Oma. As we created the entire tablet display, our work combined research, writing, and design. 
We learned a lot about the Oma, copyright law, and patterns of cultural appropriation. 

Even if I never get back (though I certainly hope to) I believe that my time in Laos will influence the rest of 
my life. Though I've been outside of North America before, it was never for more than a vacation. Laos is designated 
by the UN as a Least Developed Country (though it’s set to graduate to Developing in 2026). I thought I knew, or 
could guess, about how people in an LDC lived, but I really had no idea. I’m not sure exactly what I thought, maybe 
something abstract about dirt roads and photos of sad children, but it was not like that at all. Western countries 
tend to portray LDCs and DCs as places to pity. While Laos definitely has a lot of problems, they are not that 
different from what the USA is dealing with; poverty, food insecurity, and lack of medical care. 

I cannot emphasize enough how important this internship was to me. I am incredibly grateful for the 
support of Carleton College from the Donald A. Camp ’70 and Elizabeth Hart Camp Endowed Internship Fund. 
Without support, it would not have been financially feasible for me to spend my summer this way. I will be an RA 
and Peer Leader next year, and I am excited to share my experience with my residents and friends while 
encouraging them to explore their own options for similar experiences. 

 



 

  

The Elizabeth and George Frost Internship Fund  
 

My Summer with Northfield’s Planning Department 
Jack Allen ’24

 
 



 

  

The Elizabeth and George Frost Internship Fund  
 

Exploring a Career in Chemistry with the Hedley Lab 
Alana Berger ’24

 
 



 

  

The Elizabeth and George Frost Internship Fund  
 

Growth Beyond Borders: Internship Revelations 
Quinn Buhman ’24

 



 

  

The Elizabeth and George Frost Internship Fund  
 

Summer Research Utilizing Qualitative Coding Methods 
Lillian Lee ’26

 



 

  

Elizabeth K. Ester ’79 and Michael T. Brody Endowed 
Internship Fund  

 

Unraveling the World of Ionic Liquids: A Journey in Research  
Mays Neiroukh ’25

 
 



 

  

Elizabeth K. Ester ’79 and Michael T. Brody Endowed 
Internship Fund  

 

Understanding Research and Medical School 
Allen Perales ’25

 

 



 

  

The Endowed Internship Fund for Public Service  
 

Asia Trade Policy at the International Trade Administration 
Peter Sallinger ’24

 
 



 

  

Eric ’85 and Sue Munis ’86 Nord Internship Fund  
 

Connecting with the Community in Northfield 
Lillian Buchman ’24

 
 



 

  

Eric ’85 and Sue Munis ’86 Nord Internship Fund  
 

Exploring Neuroscience with the Help of Artificial Intelligence and Mice 
Joseph Park ’25

 
 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Exploring the Niche Field of Pure Math  
Aaron Banse ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Investigating the Impact of Fructose Consumption on Liver Function 
Caroline Crampton ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Discovering Unexpected Results in Utah 
Natalia Crimmel ’24
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Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Genomic Insights from the Deep 
Arisha Khan ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Refining and Reattempting in Research 
Mariam Nechiporuk ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Epstein-Barr Virus Research at the Vaccine and Gene Therapy Institute 
Emma Neham ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Battling Blindness One Research Paper at a Time 
Daanyal Raja ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

My Summer on the Glacier  
Lia Salomon ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Developing Perseverance as a Researcher 
Ben Schneider ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Growing Outside of the Major 
Annelise Sokolow ’24

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Summer Research Experience at Vanderbilt University 
Ben Szeto ’26

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Starting Down the Research Road 
Kate Ulrich ’25

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Developing Next-Generation Proximity Labeling  
Vasilii Vaganov ’24

 



 

  

Eugster Endowed Student Research and Internship Fund  
 

Mammalian CHMP3 Effects on Retrotransposition 
Aniketh Vipparla ’24

 



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

Broadcasting Live on French National Radio in Paris, France 
Abigail Goff ’25

 



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

My Summer Internship at Reimagining Migration in Boston, MA 
Maddie Gold ’24

 

−

−



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

Summer With The Cambridge Women’s Center 
Cassidy Goldman ’25

 



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

CTUL Building Dignity and Respect Solidarity Work 
Eliza Lox ’25

 



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

Experiencing Farm Life at Tephra Farms 
Maya Shook ’25

 
 



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

Supporting Children as a Future Educator 
Turiya Smith ’24

 



 

  

Fred D. Andersen Foundation - The Visiting Professor of 
American Studies  

 

Advocating for Unarmed Civilian Protection 
Aaron Zivsak ’25

 



 

  

Helen M. Golde ’85 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Fighting Against Climate Change 
Conor Babcock O'Neill ’24

 



 

  

Initiative for Service Internships in International Development  
 

Making a Difference in My Community 
Amelie Cook ’25

 

 



 

  

Initiative for Service Internships in International Development  
 

Insights and Skills through Cross-Cultural Communication 
Yeabsira Gebreegziabher ’25

 



 

  

Initiative for Service Internships in International Development  
 

Data-Driven Compassion: My Journey as a Humanitarian Data Analyst 
Mustafe Osman ’26

 
 



 

  

Initiative for Service Internships in International Development  
 

My Summer in the Village of Gold  
Allison Penn ’25

 



 

  

Initiative for Service Internships in International Development 
 

My Eye-Opening Summer  
Hermela Samuel ’26

 

  



 

Initiative for Service Internships in International Development  
 

MAM’s Mission to Assist CDM 
Brayden Stark ’24

 



 

  

Jackson and Warren Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Developmental Psychology Research Assistant 
Ben Chamberlain Zivsak ’24

 

  



 

Jackson and Warren Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Rescuing Resilience 
Tasha Paez ’26

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

At the Forefront of Democracy 
Faith Agboola ’24

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Shadowing a Judge: Implications 
Victoria Bradjan ’25

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Developmental Biology Research Experience in the Rosen Lab 
Kate Burton ’24

 
 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Working As a Judicial Intern 
Ryan Cechini ’25

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

A Workplace Where I Mattered 
Anna Center ’25

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Exploring Professional Robotics in Taiwan 
Dorothy Chou ’25

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Teaching at Breakthrough Minneapolis  
Sigrid Edstrom ’24

 
 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Tech Support and Learning in a Nonprofit 
Katelyn Hemmer ’24

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

A Dive Inside the Legal System: Immigration Law 
Emma Henry ’24

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Kids, Law, and Advocacy: Summer at the Fourth Judicial District 
Mattias Hoz ’25

 
 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Working at Loyola University Medical Center  
Amanda Khouw ’24

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Learning Flexibility, Leadership, and Communication through Concussion Alliance 
Kira Kunzman ’24

 
 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

A Summer at the Rice County Historical Society 
Marjorie Mitalski ’24

 
 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Museum Remodeling Intern: The Reworking of the Bing Crosby House Museum 
Sophie Rast ’24

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

My Communications Internship at the Office of Governor Tim Walz 
Adam Rothman ’25

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Change Starts Locally 
Annanya Sinha ’25

 



 

  

Jean Phillips Memorial Internship Fund  
 

Learning Humans: Middle School Summer STEAM Program 
Faith Williams ’26

 



 

  

John ’55 and Bonnie Raines Endowed Internship Fund  
 

My Summer as a Policy Analyst Intern 
Nate Bauer ’24

 



 

  

John ’55 and Bonnie Raines Endowed Internship Fund  
 

My Activist Summer: Reflections on my Time with Colorado Jobs with Justice 
Julia Dunn ’25

 



 

  

John ’55 and Bonnie Raines Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Internship Experience at Centro de Trabajadores Unidos en la Lucha 
Alex Mazur ’24

 



 

  

John ’55 and Bonnie Raines Endowed Internship Fund  
 

My Summer in Denver 
Dani Reynoso ’25

 
 



 

  

Karen Grove Feldt ’61 and William A. Feldt ’61  
Endowed Internship Fund  

 

Empowering Change Through Science Writing  
Charley Draheim ’25

 



 

  

Karen Grove Feldt ’61 and William A. Feldt ’61  
Endowed Internship Fund 

 

Miles Apart but Virtually Coding Together 
Khizar Qureshi ’25

 



 

  

Karen Grove Feldt ’61 and William A. Feldt ’61  
Endowed Internship Fund 

 

Composting Internship: Learning and Growing 
Zack Shawn ’26

 



 

  

Kathryn Christen Ramstad ’79 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

The Start of My FinTech Era at JP Morgan Chase & Co. 
Cece Che Tita ’25

 



 

  

Kathryn Christen Ramstad ’79 Endowed Internship Fund 
 

Launching into Consulting 
Eden Bergene ’25

 



 

  

Ki Ki Gore Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Longitudinal Medical Image Analysis of Osteoarthritis Progression 
Justin Crawmer ’24

 
 



 

  

M. Leith Shackel Internship Endowment Fund  
 

Relating Work to Curiosity: Exploring My Interests through a Small Business 

Internship 
Natalie Lang-Ree ’25

 



 

  

M. Leith Shackel Internship Endowment Fund  
 

My Summer as a Developmental Biologist: Lessons Learned in a Zebrafish Lab 
Nick Lattal ’24

 
 



 

  

M. Leith Shackel Internship Endowment Fund  
 

My Questioning Skills Refined by the Court 
Brian Thevenot ’26

 



 

  

Marrella Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Researching Dark Matter in the Early Universe at UCLA 
Malachy Bloom ’24

 
 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

A Summer Otorhinolaryngology Internship  
Amira Aladetan ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Marketing and Media Communication: STOP KILLING BLACK TRANS WOMEN 
Star Alvarez-Zavala ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Learning the Methods of Economists 
Aryan Arora ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

My Experience as a Financial Representative Intern 
Miriam Chasnov ’25

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Supply Chain Data Analysis and Supplying My Well-Being 
Jasmine Choi ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Cultivating Creativity: Reflections on a Graphic Design Internship 
Seven Delgado ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

My Internship in Human Resources 
Kyra Landry ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

U.S. Foreign Policy and Climate Change 
Sadhana Mandala ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Generation Teach and Discovering My Passions 
Kaysha Neville ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Seeing Myself as the Physician 
Tiffany Nyamao ’25

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Therapeutic Interventions for Children and Families 
Lindsay Okindo ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Facilitating Activities for All 
Arthur Onwumere ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Exploring Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Jose Ortega ’25

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Becoming Part of a Community 
Ayanna Rose ’25

 
 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Legal and Social Impact Internship in the Twin Cities 
Hala Shabaita ’24

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Notes from the Apotheke: My Experience in Greece as an Archaeological Intern 
Ellie Simon ’26

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Reflection and Insight from My First Public Health Experience 
Bella Thomas ’25

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Unraveling Medical Interests: A Ten-Week Education Program at the Mayo Clinic 
Amadou Toure ’25

 



 

  

Multicultural Alumni Network (MCAN) Fellows Program  
 

Language Acquisition Lab at the University of Urbana-Champaign 
Sofia Woodruff ’25

 



 

  

Neil Isaacs and Frank Wright ’50 Fellowship in Investigative 
Journalism  

 

Money and Politics in Washington State 
Luna Schindler-Payne ’26

 



 

  

Neil Isaacs and Frank Wright ’50 Fellowship in Investigative 
Journalism 

 

A Summer of Sweat and Skill-Building with WWCD 92.9 FM 
Stella Thompson ’26

 
 



 

  

Nini's Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Investigating and Preserving Cultural Heritage in Mississippi 
Taia Bush ’24

 

 



 

  

Nini's Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Promoting the Well-being of Community Members 
Chrinovic Kabelu ’26

 



 

  

Nini's Endowed Internship Fund  
 

SayKid: Conversational Design in Early Youth Development 
AJ LeSure ’24

 

  



 

Nini's Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Journey of Growth and Leadership with Rally Camps 
Bryanna Schaffer ’25

 



 

  

Pommerenke Endowed Internship Fund  
 

A Closer Look Within the Criminal Justice System 
Sam Isaacman ’24

 



 

  

Pommerenke Endowed Internship Fund  
 

My Summer With Concussion Alliance 
Ike Smalley ’25

 

−



 

  

Pommerenke Endowed Internship Fund  
 

Gratitude for the Opportunity to Intern at ETS South Metro 
Bella Zerwas ’25

 



 

  

Project ’60 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

My Summer at Neighborhood Health: Health Equity and Diabetes Outreach 
Anna Horton ’24

 

−



 

  

Project ’60 Endowed Internship Fund 
 

Database Cleanup at Breadcoin 
Susanna Kisker ’24

 
 



 

  

Project ’60 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

South-East Asian Refugees in Milwaukee: Barriers and Solutions to Effective 

Healthcare 
Ellis Kondrashov ’25

 



 

  

Project ’60 Endowed Internship Fund 
 

South-East Asian 
Emily Lanegraff ’24

 



 

  

Project ’60 Endowed Internship Fund 
 

My Summer with the Chinese-American Planning Council in New York City 
Daniel Yan ’26

 



 

  

Ratner Fund for Aging and Geriatrics Internships  
 

Becoming a Psychology Researcher 
Sonia Shah ’24

 



 

  

Raymond Plank Chair in Incentive Economics Funding for 
Internships  

 

Navigating Uncharted Waters: My Marketing Journey with Saturday Properties 
James Bradle ’24

 
 





 

  

Raymond Plank Chair in Incentive Economics Funding for 
Internships  

 

Changing Roles and Adapting at Aflac 
Garrett Siff ’25

 



 

  

Raymond Plank Chair in Incentive Economics Funding for 
Internships  

 

Hot Weather, Cool Fruit: Sweet Summer as a Farm Intern 
Noel Wang ’25

 
 



 

  

Richard T. Newman Family Endowed Fund for Language Study 
Internships  

 

Summer with SOS Racisme 
Anoushka Mallik ’25

 



 

  

Rob White ’85 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

A Summer of Service 
Kevin Tran ’25

 

−



 

  

Rob White ’85 Endowed Internship Fund  
 

The Role of Art in Medicine 
Isabella Vazquez ’24

 

−



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship  

 

Navigating the Learning Curve: My Freshman Summer Internship Experience 
Gideon Antwi ’26

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Transforming Mindsets: My Summer at Roote 
Nic Berry ’24

 

−

−

−



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Transiport: Technical Tricks and Communication Skills 
Kevin Bui ’24

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Building Black Tech as a Tech BUILD Accelerator Intern at Plait 
T'airra Champliss ’24

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Working as a Marketing Data Analytics Intern at Slingwave, Inc. 
Evan Christensen ’24

 

−



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Community, Land Access, and Environmental Stewardship at Sharing Our Roots 
Luisa Cichowski ’24

 
 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Navigating the Corporate Landscape: Reflections on My Internship Journey 
Norman Colindrez ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

A Developer at ACLIS 
Paul Claudel Izabayo ’25

 
 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Elevating Few-shot NER and Thai NER Research: My Internship Journey at VISTEC 
Palmy Klangsathorn ’26

 

−



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Reaffirmed Interest in Neuroscience 
Kat Kresse ’26

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Making a Place 
Fiona Liberge ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Personal and Professional Learning 
Keya Mookencherry ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Working on Teamwork, Virtually 
Leo Moran ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Embracing Agility: Lessons from a Summer Internship at L-EAF 
Narjis Nusaibah ’26

 
 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Entering the World of Software Development 
Ntense Obono ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Software Developer at Virtual Viking Longship Project 
Kritika Pandit ’26

 
 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Stepping Stones of Learning and Growth 
Doug Pham ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Carb Diem! Seize The Bagel: Reflecting on My Time at DoughCo Bagels 
Aaron Rice ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

An Enriching Journey: My Summer Internship at SayKid 
Muno Siyakurima ’24

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Education For All 
Brandon Szeto ’25

 



 

  

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Robot Arm Development 
Yiming Xia ’24

 

  



 

Robert E. Will ’50 Endowed Internship Fund in Social 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Establishing My Career in Data Science  
Hank Zhao ’24

 



 

  

Rosenheim Environmental Internship Fund  
 

Unveiling the Layers of My Internship Journey 
Liwei Weng ’25
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A Recipe for Growth: One Summer, One Center, and Me 
Ben More ’24 
Spanish 
Community Action Center of Northfield | Northfield, Minnesota 
 

My time as a Food Access Intern at the Northfield Community Action Center this past summer denoted 
numerous firsts for me: among others, my first full-time job, my first time in charge of a project, and my first time 
smelling rotten potatoes. I can assure the reader that this latter experience is the only one I would not repeat and 
that every moment at the CAC carried valuable lessons that I will not soon forget.  

The Community Action Center operates two food shelves in Northfield, one on-site and one in the 
Northfield Community Education Center (NCEC). At the CAC location, the volunteers and I received incoming 
shipments from local businesses and stocked the shelves each morning. Then, I would spend the day working the 
“check-out” line (this meant weighing peoples’ carts). On Thursdays, I would work the check-in desk at NCEC. 

I applied for the CAC position primarily to improve my Spanish. As it turned out, that was exactly what 
happened. Roughly half of our clients spoke Spanish as their primary language, which meant it was often my job 
to address Spanish-speaking clients. I had to be quick, confident, and coherent, a challenge that I sometimes 
avoided in the classroom. As I built up my communication skills, they aided me in ways I did not predict. Once, a 
Spanish-speaking man came through the checkout line; after I helped him with his things, he told me he didn’t have 
many American friends yet and asked if we could be friends. He ended up keeping me company during many of 
my shifts, and I credit this internship for giving me the confidence to carry on our conversations. 

The CAC additionally made me more comfortable taking initiative and making myself part of the group. In 
the morning, when the volunteers were split off doing their tasks, I could not always wait to be told what to do, or 
I would not get a task. With my supervisor’s help, I soon realized that I was not helpless in these situations. I could 
go find volunteers who needed extra help, or I could look for undone tasks and do them myself. It was sobering to 
find myself working alongside people of vastly different ages and backgrounds, and the resulting feeling of 
responsibility was empowering. 

Finally, I learned to be calm under pressure. At NCEC, the day begins with a large group of regular clients 
all clamoring to get in. The first few times I checked these people in, I became flustered, but I eventually devised a 
system for moving people through the line steadily. As I familiarized myself with the process, I noticed that the 
guests seemed more comfortable, too. 

After working at the CAC, I have no doubt that food access work will be a part of my life forever, volunteer 
or otherwise. I am thankful for the warm welcome I received and the responsibilities I was allowed and, most of all, 
I am immensely grateful to Sam ’75 and Meg Woodside for giving me the funding I needed for this internship. 
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Seeing the Benefits of Rewarding Work 
Henry Moshfeghi ’25 
History 
University of California San Fransisco | San Fransisco, California 
 

This past summer I worked at the Loving Eyes Foundation (LEF) which is based out of the UCSF medical 
school. LEF is a non-profit organization co-founded by Dr. Frank Brodie ’05, whose main goal is to provide cost-
effective custom-fit glasses to children with facial abnormalities. Traditional manufacturing of custom glasses is 
prohibitively expensive for many families due to the need for facial measuring by a professional and injection 
molding costs. What LEF does is utilize a proprietary iPhone application to scan the faces of patients; this scan is 
easy to take and does not require extensive training. Once the scan is taken a model is created in CAD which is 
then 3D printed. By simplifying the production process from injection molding to 3D printing, and streamlining the 
measurement process, LEF is able to bring costs down and make these glasses accessible to more patients. 

I came to meet Dr. Brodie ’05 through a research position that I had two summers ago. My advisor during 
that time learned that I was attending Carleton and then introduced me to Dr. Brodie because we shared that 
connection. My primary work this summer was analyzing internal statistics within the glasses design and production 
process. I was looking at the time that each step of the process took: from the initial scan of a patient to when they 
received perfectly fitting glasses. I also worked on several fundraising projects during the summer, including 
preparing the annual LEF newsletter. During my time at LEF, I was fortunate enough to be able to attend several 
conferences where Dr. Brodie was speaking, including the 2023 Bay Area Opthalmology course held at Stanford 
University throughout the month of July. 

I found these conferences to be especially valuable to me for two main reasons: 1) the content that was 
discussed and 2) the people I was able to meet. There were doctors from all over the country and it was fascinating 
to meet them and get the chance to discuss their journey to where they are today in their career path. The most 
surprising thing that I learned from these conversations was how varied the paths are to a medical career; there 
were many different degrees that people had and many different forms of training that they went through. 

I am so grateful for this experience. It was valuable for me to see these varied paths because it helped me 
plan out my own journey toward my goal of becoming a doctor. Furthermore, the work that I did was rewarding 
to me because of how much it improved the lives of patients. I had the opportunity to speak with several parents 
whose children had received finalized glasses and it was striking how much their lives changed with the ability to 
see properly. 

I would like to thank Dr. Brodie, Samantha Secrist, and Dr. de Alba for an amazing summer. I would also 
like to thank the Carleton Career Center and the Sam ’75 and Meg Woodside Endowed Fund for Career Exploration 
which made this entire experience possible. 



 
 

  

Sam ’75 and Meg Woodside Endowed Fund for Career 
Exploration  

 

A Journey of Learning and Growth  
Emerald Wang ’25 
Psychology 
Boston Children's Hospital | Boston, Massachusetts 
 

For eight weeks, I worked as a research intern in the Loddenkemper Lab at Boston Children’s Hospital. 
Throughout my internship experience, I have gained valuable knowledge and skills that will undoubtedly shape my 
future career aspirations - being a clinical psychologist working in a hospital setting. Working in a hospital and 
shadowing my principal investigator, Dr. Loddenkemper, has provided me with a sense of purpose, allowing me to 
witness firsthand the impact research work can have on patients' lives. From navigating complex research tools to 
collaborating with my intern teammates, this internship has been a transformative journey of learning and personal 
growth in my research skills. 

One of the key skills I acquired during this internship was the ability to collect data using complicated 
research tools such as Redcap and PowerChart. Initially, the familiarization process of these tools seemed daunting, 
but with the guidance of my mentor, I quickly learned how to effectively and efficiently gather data from these 
tools. This has not only enhanced my technical abilities but has also instilled in me a sense of confidence in handling 
complex systems. Another significant aspect of my internship involved presenting my progress and presenting 
complex journal articles. These experiences fostered my communication skills and sharpened my ability to convey 
complex information concisely and effectively. Presenting my progress to my mentor and colleagues not only 
allowed me to showcase my accomplishments but also provided an opportunity for constructive feedback, which 
further fueled my growth. Summarizing and analyzing journal articles helped me strengthen my research skills and 
broaden my understanding of the field, giving me a solid foundation for future scholarly endeavors. 

I am very grateful for my supervisor and principal investigator whose unwavering support and guidance 
have been instrumental in my growth throughout this internship. My supervisor’s willingness to always have an 
open door and answer my questions has been invaluable. I owe much of my progress and success to their 
mentorship, and I will always cherish the lessons I learned from them. I would also like to express my gratitude to 
my intern teammates. Our close collaboration and shared dedication to our projects have made this experience 
even more enriching. Working together, we fostered a supportive and collaborative environment, where we could 
rely on each other's strengths and knowledge to accomplish our common projects - from collecting home 
medications from patients to checking/cleaning control groups’ data. The teamwork we developed will 
undoubtedly serve as a foundation for future professional relationships. 

In conclusion, this internship has provided me with invaluable lessons, skills, and experiences that have 
shaped my personal and professional growth; it helped me lay a strong foundation for a successful career in the 
healthcare field. Thank you Sam Woodside ’75, Meg Woodside, and the Sam ’75 and Meg Woodside Endowed Fund 
for Career Exploration. Your unwavering generosity has made this internship a reality for me, and I cannot express 
enough how deeply grateful I am for your kind support. 
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Biostatistics Internship in Galveston 
Jenna Young ’26 
Mathematics & Statistics 
University of Texas Medical Branch | Galveston, Texas 
 

As a kid, my favorite subject was always math. As I took more advanced classes, I realized I enjoyed applied 
math much more than theoretical. That’s why this past summer I applied and attended a Biostatistics internship 
through UTMB. This internship was seven weeks in Galveston, Texas. There were a total of 12 interns. Every morning 
at eight-thirty am, a shuttle came to take us to UTMB. Then, at four pm, another shuttle brought us back to our 
houses. 

While we were at UTMB, the first half of the day was dedicated to lectures taught by the senior 
biostatisticians faculty there. We learned many skills in the programming language R such as how to find basic 
numbers such as mean, median, and mode by writing coding in R, learned regression analysis, and briefly touched 
on other ways to analyze and manipulate data given to us. We would then have a lunch break together. The last 
half of the day consisted of one-on-one meetings with our Principal Investigators and assigned Biostaticians so we 
could get data, ask questions, and much more. 

In my specific project, I was partnered up with a girl I lived with and we selected to work with Dr. David 
Beasley. He gave us sets of data from his Flavivirus research and research papers so we could get familiar with 
what we were working with. He was very flexible and available to work with us and was helpful in answering 
questions related to his research. He even let us sit in on some experiments done by his lab technician in his BSL-
3 Lab. This was located in the UTMB Galveston National Lab and we were the only group that had access to go in. 
This was a bizarre and rewarding experience to be able to see and learn from. After passing the background checks 
needed to go in, Dr. Beasley was kind enough to give us a tour of the building. 

Through this internship, I learned and improved many important skills such as perseverance, critical 
thinking, and teamwork. All this was needed to be able to work effectively with our PI, Biostatistician, and partner. 
From this, I’ve learned that I am great at communicating and working together with others. Some key lessons that 
I’ve learned are that perseverance and a good work ethic combined with collaboration can solve many issues such 
as errors in code and miscommunication. Having this experience ignited a love for statistics and made me want to 
move forward on this path. For students doing internships, I recommend being open to getting to know others and 
making important connections. This is key to having a great time learning and having fun. I am grateful for this 
internship because I have made many personal connections with people and I had a great learning experience and 
time in Galveston. Thank you so much to Carleton and the funding I got from the Sam ’75 and Meg Woodside 
Endowed Fund for Career Exploration. I am eternally grateful because I have grown so much from this opportunity 
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Pro Bono Law Internship 
Nayi Abdi ’25
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Learning to Help Others 
Amelia Asfaw ’25
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People and Power: Community Organizing in Missoula, Montana 
Andy Gorordo ’23
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Data Analysis and Fieldwork at TakeAction Minnesota 
Trinity Hanif ’26
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Reshaping My Understanding of Legal Services  
Fatima Koroma ’26
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My Summer at the Binger Center for New Americans 
Olivia Lentz ’23
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We Need More People Doing This Work 
Grace Werner ’24
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Skills and Self-Discovery 
Bem Abebayehu ’25
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Startups are Life 
Kevin Bui ’24
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A Grateful Software Engineer  
Victor Huang ’24
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The LA Media Intern Experience 
Marko Stojanovic ’24
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Navigating EdTech: Insights from East to West 
Tan Zhou ’25
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Researching at the Hospital for Special Surgery 
Brian Caplan ’25
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On Memory Circuits and Self-Direction 
Youssef Haddad ’25
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Doing Good with WalkGood: Community Health and Wellness in Los Angeles 
Nia Terry ’26
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My Summer in the HAMsTER Lab 
Evan Umbreit ’26
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The Law: Surprises through Observation 
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Growing Community 
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Luke Drake ’25
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A Taste of Criminal Justice 
Nate Ellis ’24
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Experiencing Sports Medicine and Athletic Training in Practice 
Trevor Jones ’23
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Spleen Development Research at UCSF 
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Computational Biology at Fred Hutchinson, The Human Gut Microbiome 
Shreya Nair ’24
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Reflections from an Unforgettable Summer in Pasadena 
Jamal Omosun ’26
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Sean Smith ’25
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Reflections on Embodied Design Math Research 
Evelene Zhang ’25
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A Summer in Colombia: Working with Fundación Cerros de Bogotá 
Leo Jordan ’24
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A Summer of Rats and Relaxation 
Sophie Lenzer ’25
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Embracing Professional Growth: Lessons from a Summer Internship 
Batmend Batsaikhan ’24
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Bridging Technology and Healthcare  
Siddharth Chundru ’24
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Communing with the World 
Ella Daniels-Koch ’25
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Exploring Lightweight Debiasing and Enhancing Robustness  
Barry Han ’25
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A Second Summer with the Franklin Furnace Archive 
Brett Olson ’24
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Disparities in Palliative Care Research 
Irene Tang ’26
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