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Budapest Reminder

Are  you  interested  in  going  on  the  Budapest  Semesters  in  Mathematics  or  Budapest  Semesters  in

Mathematics Education study abroad program next summer or fall? If you are, your first step is to apply

here at Carleton! Applications are now available and can be found at the Math & Stats Department's

website  under  Resources  >  Off-Campus  Opportunities.  In  order  to  receive  full  consideration,  your

application for the program is due to the Carleton Math & Stats Department by January 29. Contact Gail

Nelson (gnelson) with any questions. 

Konhauser Memorial Problemfest

On Saturday,  February  17,  the  26th  annual  Konhauser  Memorial  Problemfest  will  take  place  at  the

University of St. Thomas. The contest, which is named after the late Macalester professor and legendary

problem poser Joe Konhauser, is a premier local problem-solving event. Teams of up to three students

get  three  hours  (9  a.m.  to  noon)  to  work  together  on  a  set  of  ten  challenging  and  intriguing  math

problems. The participants then have lunch together while the solutions are graded, and the results are

announced right after lunch. The winning team gets to take the famous granite "pizza trophy" home to

their  college  for  the  year.  You  can  see  the  trophy  on  the  table  in  the  Mathematics  and  Statistics

Department atrium -- last year's top Carleton team ensured it would stay here for its fourth year in a row. It

would be great to have it stick around for another year! To sign up for this year's Konhauser, contact Rafe

(rfjones@carleton.edu). Three people can sign up as a team, but individuals are also welcome to express

interest -- it should be possible to find you some teammates. 

If you want to see what Konhauser problems are like, and get some practice solving them, drop by the

problem-solving group, which meets on Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 pm in CMC 328.

Carleton Students Present their Research

Two weeks ago several  Carleton students presented their  research at  the annual  Joint  Mathematics

Meetings (JMM) in  San Diego,  California.  JMM is the largest  mathematics meeting in  the world and

features  workshops,  courses,  poster  sessions,  and  exhibits.  There  were  over  400  research  projects



presented by students all over the country and several Carleton students among them! Each poster was

judged by  at  least  3  judges,  and everyone received valuable feedback about  their  posters  and their

presentations from the judges.  Congratulations  goes out  to  Anne Shapiro,  whose poster,  "Estimating

Epidemic Arrival Times Using Linear Spread Theory," made it to the top 15% of posters in the Applied

Mathematics category. Fellow Carleton student, Dan Weithers says of JMM, "I'd encourage anyone who

does research to try to make it to JMM (apply for grants, via Carleton or MAA or whatever else)--- the

variety and depth of topics there was awesome, especially for someone who's exploring potential paths

for graduate school." 

Impossible Objects

The Mathematics of 3D Illusions 

When: Wednesday, February 21, 7 pm

Where: Coffman Memorial Union, University of Minnesota 

Kokichi Sugihara, a professor at Meji University in Tokyo, Japan will be giving a talk at the University of

Minnesota as part of their IMA (Institute for Mathematics and its Application) Public Lecture Series. In this



lecture, Sujihara will show the various behaviors of "impossible objects," together with the mathematics

behind them, and consider why human perception is so easily fooled by these kinds of visual illusions. For

more information about the talk, visit: www.ima.umn.edu. 

Upcoming Events

Week 5, Monday, January 29
Budapest Application Deadline

Week 5, Thursday, February 1, 4pm

Colloquium Talk, CMC 206

Week 6, Thursday, February 8, 4pm
Colloquium Talk, CMC 206

Week 7, Tuesday, February 13, 4pm
Colloquium Talk, CMC 206

Week 7, Thursday, February 15
Individual Comps Talks  

Week 8, Tuesday, February 20 and 22
Group Comps Talks

Job & Internship Opportunities

Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth, Summer Teaching Assistant

The Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) offers challenging academic programs for

highly talented elementary, middle, and high school students from across the country and around the

world.  (CTY)  Summer  programs  are  looking  for  undergraduate  students  who  may  be  interested  in

summer employment as a mathematics teaching assistant or instructor. Information regarding the summer

programs can be found at: cty.jhu.edu/jobs/summer. 

Stanford University, Predoctoral Research Fellowship 

The Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research (SIEPR) and Stanford Economics are pleased to

open applications for our Predoctoral Research Fellowship Program. The SIEPR/Economics Predoctoral

Research Fellowship program is a full-time, post baccalaureate program designed to prepare individuals

wishing to gain valuable training and experience toward a career in academic research in economics or

public policy. Fellows will be expected to fully engage in the intellectual life at Stanford University. They

dedicate a significant portion of their time to an empirical research project and can take graduate-level

courses at Stanford University  for credit  (up to one course per quarter).  The fellowship offers tuition,

health insurance, and a living stipend. They are seeking individuals to join their program for a period of at

least one year. International applicants are welcome to apply. Full program and application information is



available on their website at: https://siepr.stanford.edu/about/student-opportunities/predoctoral-fellowship.

Applications received on or before March 31, 2018 will be reviewed on a rolling basis. 

Summer Break Research Funding Opportunity

Are  you  considering  doing  research  at  another  institution?  Carleton  may  be  able  to  help  fund  this

research. The Kolenkow-Reitz Fund provides student stipend and travel support for Carleton students

working with non-Carleton science and math faculty at another institution during summer break. Awards

fund student stipends ($460/week for full-time work) for up to 10 weeks and can include expenses for

travel and research supplies. No award will exceed $5100. Students must work full-time in order to qualify.

Carleton students are eligible to apply for this funding. Before applying, students should have already

contacted and discussed the nature and timing of their project with the person they are planning to work

with, as well as a faculty member at Carleton who can vouch for the project. The application deadline is

Friday,  February  2.  More  details  are  available  in  the  application  form,  which  you  can  find  here:

https://apps.carleton.edu/mathscience/faculty/studentresearchaway/

Problems of the Fortnight



Editors:                  Saahithi Rao, Liz Sattler

Problems of the Fortnight:  Mark Krusemeyer

Web & Subscriptions:       Sue Jandro


