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Meet Your New SDAs!

Cameron and Anne are graduating this year, but we still have SDAs-- Moses Misplon and Charlotte Mann will be
keeping the Math & Stats Department exciting in the coming year!  SDAs are a resource for all current students
(especially people who are new to or interested in the math or math/stats major) who'd like to talk to an experience
upper-level student about courses, registration, what the major is like, and all things related to mathematics and
statistics!

Congratulations to Steven P. Galovich Prize Winners

Each year the Mathematics and Statistics Department awards the Steven P. Galovich Prize to the graduating senior
or seniors who best embody the personal qualities of the former faculty member for whom the award is named.
Steve Galovich taught in this department from 1974 to 1991, and he brought to his work enthusiasm and love for
mathematics, a zestful joy for life, a great sense of humor, and compassion for others. The Galovich Prize was
endowed by an alumnus, William Lang '74, who was affected by Steve's teaching and mentorship. This year the
department  is  pleased  to  name  Joseph  Slote  and  Michelle  Mastrianni  the  co-recipients  of  the  prize.
Congratulations, Joe and Michelle!

Congratulations, Seniors!

It has been an exciting year in the Math and Stats Department-- we've had exciting guest lecturers, movie trips,
math competitions, departmental tug-of-war (still  to come!),  and classes taught by and taken with some of the
coolest students and professors on campus.

While some members of this department are returning to campus in September, our seniors will be graduating and
heading out into the world in just a few short weeks. Spending four years with this year's graduates, however, has
been a truly wonderful experience. Take some time below to find out what some of this year's seniors have planned
for life after graduation. Congratulations on a job well done, seniors!

Goodbye to the Seniors!

Thomas Bertschinger
Favorite Class: History of Math. I learned how people's
understanding of math has changed over time, and this

Margalo Mullaney
Favorite  Class: Geometries,  because  triangles  are
fun-- and Euclid had some good ideas.

Advice to Current Students: Prioritize self-care.
Plans After Carleton:  My plans after graduation are to



perspective makes it clear why our current approach is
powerful and profound.
Advice  to  Current  Students:  Take  humanities  and
writing-rich classes.

Plans After Carleton: I will  be working for  Meditech
(EHR company) in Minnetonka.

Alec Bunnell
Favorite  Class: Statistical  Consulting.  It  offered  the
ultimate  "applied"  experience,  extending  not  only  my
knowledge of statistical methods but also my ability to
make  real-world  interpretations  and  communicate
effectively with clients.
Advice  to  Current Students:  Attend  plenty  of  talks,
regardless of whether or not you need the credit. The
department  brings  in  so  many  engaging  and
knowledgeable  speakers  (compsing  seniors  included),
and topics usually turn out to be much more interesting
than they sound on paper!

Plans  After  Carleton: I'll  be  starting  work  as  a
quantitative  trader  with  3Red  Trading  in  downtown
Chicago.

Jordan Cahn
Favorite  Class:  I'd  have  to  say  it's  Representation
Theory (aka MATH 352 every other year). I took it with
Eric,  who's  incredible.  The  class  itself  goes  into  the
connections between abstract and linear algebra, which
is super cool. There are also some detours into various
other  abstract  algebra  concepts  like  group  actions
(which are super neat as well).
Advice to Current Students:  To all the younger math
majors  out  there  (and  really  Carls  in  general),  my
biggest piece of advice is to take the classes that sound
interesting  with  professors  that  you  like.  I  know  that
sounds obvious,  but  I know too  many people (myself
included) who took classes that they thought would look
good  on  their  transcripts  or  on  a  job/grad  school
application. If you ask me, the whole point of being at
Carleton  is  to  take  interesting  classes,  not  to  build  a
resume.
Plans After Carleton:  After graduation, I'm going to be
spending some time enjoying life (aka job hunting). I'll
also be applying to grad schools, with the intention of
continuing my education after a year or so.

Elsa Cristofaro
Favorite  Class:  My  favorite  class  in  the  math
department was Applied Regression Analysis with Laura
Chihara,  because  the  analysis  skills  I learned  in  this
class can be applied to so many different data sets!
Advice to Current Students:  Get a study buddy in all

teach drawing at a summer camp, then move to Denver
to be a math tutor in the Denver Public Schools.

Dana Neidinger
Favorite  Class: My favorite  class is  hard  to  decide
upon, but I have really enjoyed Combinatorics, Chaotic
Dynamics,  and  Geometries.  In  all  three  cases,  I was
presented with a new way of viewing and thinking about
mathematics,  which  was  thrilling  to  explore.  (In
combinatorics, we introduced exciting new ideas such as
combinatorial  proof  and  graph  theory.  Dynamics  is
simply a novel way of viewing maps, similar to how we
do in analysis, but in a completely different framework. In
geometries,  we  got  to  go  back to  the  "math bible" of
Euclid's  postulates  and  not  only  work  with  them,  but
explore what happens when you break them.)
Advice  to Current Students:  Do what you love, and
love  what  you  do.  Also,  don't  be  afraid  to  explore
problems  in  a  creative  way;  that's  when  I  love
mathematics  the  most.  Math  can be frustrating to  get
right,  but  in  the  end  its  beauty  may  make  you  feel
something.
Plans  After  Carleton:  I  will  be  pursuing  my
Mathematics PhD at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. I am looking forward to it!

Sarah Nordin
Favorite  Class: Functions  of  a  Complex  Variable,
because  it  was  interesting  to  see  how  working  with
functions changed when the variables were complex.
Advice  to  Current  Students:  Start  the  general
education requirements early. It leaves you open to take
fun classes later on!
Plans After Carleton: I'm looking for work in Chicago.

Evan Olawsky
Favorite Class: Number Theory with Rafe Jones. One
of  the  oldest  branches  of  mathematics  has  somehow
managed to stay relevant and interesting! Integers are a
man-made  concept  with  incredible  properties  that
are not man-made.

Advice to Current Students: Your friends are always
more important than your schoolwork.
Plans  After  Carleton: I  will  be  pursuing  a  PhD  in

Biostatistics at the University of Minnesota.

Risako Owan
Favorite Class: Not including classes taken this term,
probably  Probability,  because  it  has  the  best  in-class
demonstrations.

Advice  to  Current  Students: Take  Real  Analysis
Early!  It's  the  only  pure  math  class  I'm taking  (after



of your math classes because it makes them much more
fun!

Plans After Carleton: I'm taking the summer off to hang
out with my family and then I'm moving to Minneapolis in
the fall.

Vivian Do
Favorite Class: I really loved Calc III (even though that
sounds  lame)  because  it  was  so  cool  to  see  math
happen  and  realized  in  3  dimensions.  I also  enjoyed
Applied  Regression  because  I  got  to  learn  how  to
analyze  data  judiciously  and  had  the  opportunity  to
actually  create  statistical  models  from  real-world
datasets.
Advice to Current Students: Go talk to profs. Not only
about trick math structures problems but also about who
they are. (I can tell you right now that in addition to being
great professors, they are also pretty amazing people.)

Plans After Carleton: I'll  be  doing statistical  work  in
California!

John Eckert
Favorite  Class: Abstract  Algebra,  because  it  was
interesting and Eric  Egge is a great  professor.  It  also
helped me with my comps.
Advice  to Current Students:  Learn to  manage your
time. Carleton is a lot of work, but if you manage your
time well you can be successful in your classes and still
have fun outside of class.

Plans After  Carleton: I will  be  working as a  project
manager at Epic in Madison, Wisconsin.

Robbie Emmet
Favorite  Class:  Survey Sampling, because we got to
approach the idea of statistical inference from a totally
different perspective.
Advice  to  Current  Students:  Take  advantage  of
math-related opportunities outside of class: on-campus
jobs, internships, research, etc.
Plans After Carleton:  I'll  be starting the University of
Washington's  Quantitative  Ecology  and  Resource

Management MS/PhD program in the fall.

Mara Finkelstein
Favorite  Class:  Number Theory with Rafe Jones and
Topics in Abstract Algebra with Eric Egge. Why I enjoyed
these classes: cool math with cool profs.
Advice to Current Students:  Once you've figured out
a  proof,  take  the  time  to  put  together  a  detailed,
organized  write-up.  Proofs  are  much  more  satisfying
when they  are  well-written.  Also,  don't  forget  to  have
fun!

Structures) because I fulfilled my other non-stats math
requirement  with  a  CS class.  But  I would have taken
more upper-level pure math classes if I had known how
much I'd enjoy it!
Plans  After  Carleton:  I'll  be  working  at  Moody's
Analytics in South San Francisco.

Emily Pollard
Favorite Class:  My favorite class was Geometries with
Deanna. I'm a very visual  person and I enjoyed doing
such  visual  proofs.  I also  enjoyed  the  excuse  to  use
colored pencils on my homework!
Advice to Current Students: Experiment with different
types  of  paper  and  use  a  lot  of  paper  when  doing
homework and take-home tests. My freshman year Rafe
advised me to use unlined paper for my homework and I
found it so much easier to think without the confines of
the lines.
Plans After Carleton:  I will be working for the Federal
Reserve Bank of Kansas City as a Research Associate.
In  this  job  I  will  be  assisting  PhD  economists  on
academic  research  projects  and  monetary  policy
briefings.

Ben Russell
Favorite  Class: Topology  with  Helen  Wong.   That
class just  clicked with  me;  it  gave me a way to  think
about things that I have continued to use and introduced
me to probably my favorite branch of  math.   Helen is
also  an  amazing  professor  and  was  incredibly
enthusiastic about teaching that class.
Advice  to  Current  Students: Freshman  and
sophomores:  Don't  be discouraged if  other  people do
better  or  understand things faster  than you  do;  in  all
likelihood they've seen this before and/or  have simply
done more math than you have. Keep at it!
Juniors: Don't  be discouraged by super smart  people;
just because you are not as smart as they are does not
mean you shouldn't keep doing math.  If you enjoy it and
are  willing  to  work  hard  at  it,  keep  pressing  forward;
being smart helps a ton, but in the long run having a
strong work ethic and patience is a lot more valuable.
Plans  After  Carleton:  I  will  be  pursuing  a  PhD  in
Mathematics at the University of California-Riverside.

Maggie Sauer
Favorite  Class: I had  a lot  of  fun taking Stochastic
Processes  with  Bob  Dobrow.  The  way  it  extended
probability to some very real-life situations and some of
the  later  theorems we proved  in  that  class  are  quite
beautiful.
Advice  to Current Students:  When you're presented



Plans After Carleton: After graduation, I will work as a
Research  Associate  in  the  Global  Macro  Group  at
Franklin Templeton.

Marielle Foster
Favorite  Class:  My favorite classes have been Linear
Algebra, Number Theory, and Abstract Algebra.
Advice to Current Students: You CAN be a successful
math major even if you start in calc I-- I did :)
Plans After Carleton:  I'm going to the Recurse Center
for their  Summer II batch in NYC, and then moving to
Minneapolis  to  work  for  computer  security  company
Crowdstrike on their Ontology team along with Carleton
alums Dave Diehl and Daniel Martin.

Anne Grosse
Favorite  Class:  Statistical Computing Topics because
we learned  cool  probability  theory  as  well  as  how to
construct simulations to solve intractable problems.
Advice  to  Current  Students:  Get  to  know  the
professors if you haven't already because they're great
people.
Plans After Carleton: I'll be working at Travelers in St.
Paul.

John Imon Pedtke
Favorite  Class:  I really enjoyed Stochastic Processes
because  it  covered  a  lot  of  real-world  situations  and
modeled with probability distributions. Plus Dobrow is an
awesome prof!
Advice to Current Students:  Math classes are tough,
but  meet  with  the  profs  consistently.  It  is  extremely
helpful.
Plans After Carleton: I will be working at Brattle Group
in Boston, MA, an economic consulting firm.

Michelle Marinello
Favorite  Class:  Combinatorial  Theory,  because
there was such a lively group of people taking the
course and working together, and because you get
to think  about  doing  math problems in some fun
and different ways.
Advice  to Current Students:  If  you feel uncertain
about  something,  talk  about  it  with some people
who will listen and maybe even offer advice.
Plans After  Carleton:  My  plan  after  graduation  (the
ceremony) is to graduate. (I am on leave.)

Rachel Martin
Favorite Class: My favorite class was Abstract Algebra.
I love then things fit into neat little boxes and behave just
as you'd  hope and expect  them to--  and this  class is

with a chance to use (or learn) LaTeX, take it!  Not only
does it come in handy when you're writing your comps
paper, but it  makes almost  anything you type up look
really nice. I also find that taking the extra time to type
out proofs forces me to organize them more than I would
if I were sketching a proof by hand.
Plans After Carleton:  I'm going to spend the first part
of the summer traveling with friends and family, then I'll
start  working  at  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of
Minneapolis as a Research Associate.

Joe Slote
Favorite  Class: I really  enjoyed  Combinatorics  with
Eric  Egge.  I think  I enjoyed  it  because  proofs  in  the
course  involve  a  fair  amount  of  algorithmic  thinking
(something I enjoy doing in CS classes) and tie together
some seemingly disparate areas of math (algebra and
analysis, for instance).
Advice  to Current  Students: Try  to  avoid  ascribing
mathematical  skill  to  innate  â‚¬Å“born-with-itÃ¢â‚¬Â
characteristics. While â‚¬Å“rawÃ¢â‚¬Â intelligence may
have  something  to  do  with  variation  in  ability,  it  is  a
negligible  factor  in  comparison  to  passion  and  time
spent  with  the  subject.  Having (or  cultivating)  a  deep
interest in the material and ample patience with yourself
are  the  main  ingredients  to  a  fulfilling  academic
experience. Hang in there! Math is great!
Plans After Carleton:  I will be attending Oxford in the
fall for the Masters of Mathematics and the Foundations
of  Computer  Science (MFoCS) program. Beyond that,
who knows!

Claire Spencer
Favorite  Class: Methods  of  Teaching  Mathematics!
Deanna  is  WONDERFUL  and  brought  multiple  guest
speakers into class, including Dr. James Tanton, who is
practically a celebrity in this field.
Advice to Current Students: #yolo
Plans  After  Carleton:  I  am already  working  for  an
international  market  research  and  strategic  consulting
firm in their Denver office.

Yuriko Vaughan
Favorite Class: Combinatorics with Mark and Mathods
of  Teaching  Mathematics  with  Deanna.  Fun  problems
and classmates in both!
Advice to Current Students: Find people to work with
who build  your  confidence and get  you excited about
math. Try working with lots of different people!
Plans After Carleton:  I'll  be traveling  in  Europe  and
Asia with family and friends. In October,  I'll  be starting
work as an analyst at Target HQ in Minneapolis.



essentially  centered  around  organizing  mathematical
objects into these boxes, or "groups".

Advice  to Current Students: Take the math classes
you know you're going to love-- not just the ones you
need or for life after Carleton! You'll never have another
opportunity like this to take cool random math classes
that excite you.
Plans After Carleton:  I am going to be working as a
medical  scribe  in  the  twin  cities  for  an  emergency
department for a year while I apply to medical schools!

Michelle Mastrianni
Favorite  Class: This one's hard so I'll just talk about

my  favorite  assignments: an  essay  comparing  two
proofs  of  Dirichlet's  Theorem in  an  Analytic  Number
Theory independent study with Rafe, and a project in
Representation Theory with Eric in which we had to find
the  character  tables  for  several  groups.  It  was
essentially a big fun puzzle.

Advice  to  Current  Students: If  you're  an
underclassman and  are  intimidated  by  upperclassmen
math majors (I know I was), know that with experience
will come a richer math vocabulary, better intuition, and
in general greater knowledge. With time and repetition,
you'll be able to feel yourself improving.
Plans After Carleton: I'll be taking a gap year, probably
living in Minneapolis, and traveling a bit. I'll be applying
to grad schools the year after that!

Sam Vinitsky
Favorite  Class: 295 Cryptography +  Coding Theory
was  amazing  because  we  got  to  see  the  beautiful
theorems from number theory without having to prove
them.
Advice to Current Students: Take a 200-level English
course. You will learn how to appreciate the artistic use
of language. You will learn how to glean meaning from
beauty.  You will  learn how to  communicate with other
humans. You will learn how to bathos.
Plans After Carleton:  Working at Epic in Madison (so
unique!)

Jordan Zoellmer
Favorite Class: I really enjoyed Stochastic Processes,
because the subject was extremely applicable to the real
world,  and  it  allowed  us  to  use  probability  to  solve
seemingly complex problems with relative ease.
Advice  to Current Students: Take classes with your
professors you like, even if  you are unsure about the
subject. I have found that my favorite professors make
classes enjoyable that I didn't previously think would be.
Plans After  Carleton:  I will  be  working  as  a  Health
Actuary  for  Federated  Insurance  in  Owatonna,
Minnesota.

Remember the Math Department Picnic!

If you RSVP'ed as a "yes" to the annual Math & Stats Department picnic, consider this a
reminder that it's coming up!

The event will take place from 12:00 until 1:00 on Tuesday, May 31 on the terrace
between Boliou and the CMC. In case of rain, we'll relocate to inside the CMC. (Of
course, we're all keeping our fingers crossed for sunshine!)

There will be plenty of food to go around, professors and fellow majors to socialize with,
and maybe even a few rounds of departmental tug-of-war!



Problems of the Fortnight Summer

Having trouble seeing the problems of the fortnight? Try enabling images for this message!
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