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Updates on OAC Family Reunion  
Do you have the 6th OAC Family Reunion dates on your calendar? We hope to see you all back on
campus October 11-12, 2019 for a weekend of reconnecting across generations, celebrating our futures,
and creating community at Carleton and beyond! Registration opens July 1, 2019. 
 
The OAC Family Reunion Committee is comprised of a dedicated group of OAC volunteers spanning
many generations. Thank you to the committee for your ongoing work to make our fall event one not to be
missed!

Honorary Co-chairs: 
Lee Mauk '63 
Matt Fikse '87 
 
Current Reunion Committee Members: 
Mike Bahn ’17  
Jesse Barrera-Ledezma ’19  
Lori Barrientos Sanchez ’18  
Christi Conkling ’09  
Sergio Demara ’20  
Diana Fraser ’14   
Brit Fryer ’15  
Krista Herbstrith - Staff 
Scott Hirose ’88  
RJ Holmes-Leopold - Staff 
Elliot James ’05  
Joanne Mandt ’89  
Larnzell Martin ’72  
Scott Mason ’89  
Danny Mathews - Staff 
Connor McNamee ’20  
Lisa Nordeen ’90  
Laura Riehle-Merrill - Staff 
David Shannon ’64  
Michael Thompson ’96 - Staff  
Michael Wickersheimer ’92  
Jo Young ’96  

Twin Cities OAC Social  
Join us for a Twin Cities OAC social on Saturday, February 16 from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. Connect with old
and new friends and learn about plans underway for the 6th Out After Carleton Family Reunion. Join us
for an afternoon of fun, friendship, and great discussions that celebrate our community! 
 
When: Saturday, February 16 from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
Where: 389 Portland Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55102-2214 
Host: Peter Scott '83 and Ron Zweber 
RSVP by February 12 if you plan to attend

Get to Know the New Gender &
Sexuality Center (GSC) Staff 
An interview with Jesse Barrera-Ledezma

'19 
 
Danny Mathews - Director of the GSC 
 
Before joining the Carleton family, I worked as the
Assistant Director of the LGBT Resource Center at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and in prior
roles, I worked at Virginia Tech as the LGBTQ
Coordinator and at Illinois State University in their
Diversity Advocacy Office. In these roles, I helped
coordinate many diversity off-campus retreats and educational programming that focused on helping
students unpack their identities and discover how to begin building community. I might be new to
Carleton (roughly six weeks), but I am not new to helping students! 
 
Working for the GSC is such a tremendous opportunity! The GSC has done a variety of programs in the
past, and we are in the process of looking at what is working and what new things we can bring to the
Carleton community. We need to look at what ultimately helps students the most. Our work here is an
ever-evolving process. 
 
One thing to look forward to is our ally development program at Carleton. Ally is not a noun in this context.
It has to be actionable and self-directed. It is about having a responsibility of acknowledging marginalized
communities and educating the majority. Being an ally means being engaged with the evolving nature of
realities facing LGBTQIA+ people. The Gender & Sexuality Center is not the only place on campus where
LGBTQIA+ students should feel comfortable. Our students exist in all parts of campus and that must be
recognized. I want to celebrate the diversity of our community and the rich experiences we all bring with
us to help create and sustain LGBTQIA+ culture. At the GSC, we are focusing on improving visibility and
outreach on campus, and we are looking forward to helping foster an inclusive and welcoming campus
for all Carls. 

Rae Horton - Assistant Director of the GSC 
 
I have been working at the GSC since July 2018,
but have worked at Carleton since 2015 when I
started as an Area Director. There is some overlap
between the two positions such as supervising
students and programming. Since starting in the
field, I have supervised a number of team sizes.
The GSC is one of the smaller team sizes which
has helped in building a stronger, closely-knit
team. The scope of the programming is quite
different moving from Residential Life to the GSC,
but at the core foundation both programming
models aim to build community, educate students,
and offer opportunities for individuals to reflect on
their experiences. Through the GSC, we do plenty
of programming that helps continue wider campus conversations. Some examples of these large events
include Telling Our Journeys in the fall, Rainbow Retreat & Stripped in the winter, and Speak Up in the
spring.  
 
The GSC provides a number of avenues for learning, connecting, and self-reflection primarliy for students
within the LGBTQA+ community. However, I believe the GSC can expand its outreach to connect the
larger campus community around these issues. My hope moving forward is to find ways to invite all
student, staff, and faculty into the conversation around gender and sexuality.  
 
Fun Facts: I recently whittled a tiny canoe and hope to explore more woodworking such as wood turning,
whittling, and wood burning. Another hobby of mine is lyric writing. Last but certainly not least, I recently
adopted a husky puppy and life has never been better. 

Build Alumni Connections  
Interested in serving on the Alumni Council? Council members help to build alumni community and
connections to Carleton and to foster volunteering and stewardship throughout the entire Alumni
Association. This April, the Alumni Council will elect four new at-large members to four-year terms. To
nominate someone (including yourself), visit the Alumni Council site here. 
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