










Various 
experiences 

in civic 
engagement 
can build on 

each other over 
time as students 

clarify their 
values and 

goals



Defining 
Academic Civic 
Engagement (ACE)

Intentional connection between course 
learning objectives and ACE work, ACE 
work represents a % of total grade, class 
time dedicated to ACE 

Students learn and practice skills for civic 
agency (e.g. critical thinking, problem 
solving, collective action)

Students work with (not for) a campus, 
local, regional, national, or international 
community partner in a mutually beneficial 
exchange of knowledge and resources

ACADEMIC

CIVIC

ENGAGEMENT



ACE Learning Objectives

● Understanding issues in their real world complexity

● Recognizing and honoring different forms of knowledge that may reside 

in/with community partners

● Awareness of your positionality, or who you are as you seek to do civic 

engagement efforts (such as gender, race, and/or socioeconomic background)

● Doing — how can you take your course content and do something with it 

beyond the classroom while learning in the process

● Developing leadership skills

● Nurturing a commitment to life-long civic engagement



Common Advisor Questions about ACE courses
Is this service-learning?
ACE courses draw on the field of service-learning, but students are generally not given ACE credit for the number of hours they spend 
working directly in the community, but rather on course-specific assignments and participation linked to the ACE components of the course 
which may or may not include direct time at a community partner site.

Will it take extra time for the student?
If there is extra time required outside of class time for the ACE work, the faculty will indicate "Extra Time Required" in the course description. 
Not all ACE courses require extra time.

Which departments have ACE?
All academic departments at Carleton have the opportunity to develop new ACE courses or add ACE components to existing courses. Most 
departments offer at least one ACE course or incorporate ACE into Comps projects.

Does it require travel?
Most ACE courses include project-based work in close consultation with an identified community partner. This can often involve one or more 
visits to or with the community partner, but travel is most often limited to a few times a term unless the course indicated "Extra Time 
Required".

Can international students participate? Yes!


