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De-ethnicization in America 

Pizza according to The Better Homes and Gardens Encyclopedia of Cooking is 

The Italian word for pie, now specifically applied to a spicy, open-faced 
pie traditionally topped with tomatoes, cheese, and herbs.  The flavorful 
topping usually contains other ingredients such as onion, green pepper, 
mushrooms, sausage, ground beef, or anchovies.1 

 

This Italian dish has become very popular in the United States since it was introduced in 

the nineteenth century2. The first pizzeria opened in 1905, but pizza didn’t become 

popular until after World War II when in the 1950’s pizza chains such as Pizza Hut began 

popularizing pizza.3  In the town of Northfield, MN there are at least five different 
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