
Public scholarship refers to diverse modes of creating and 
circulating knowledge for and with publics and communities.

Imagining America

Engaged scholarship is the “collaboration between institutions 
of higher education and their larger communities for the 
mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge and resources in 
the context of partnership and reciprocity.”

The Carnegie Foundation

…contributes to the public good.



Traditional Scholarship Scholarship of Engagement

Breaks new ground in the discipline Breaks new ground in the discipline and 
has a direct application to broader 
public issues

Answers significant questions in the 
discipline

Answers significant questions in the 
discipline, which have relevance to 
public or community issues

Is reviewed and validated by qualified 
peers in the discipline

Is reviewed and validated by qualified 
peers in the discipline and members of 
the community

Applies appropriate investigative 
methods

Applies appropriate investigative 
methods

Is disseminated to appropriate 
audiences

Is disseminated to appropriate 
audiences

Makes significant advances in 
knowledge and understanding of the 
discipline

Makes significant advances in knowledge 
and understanding of the discipline and 
the public interest

Applies the knowledge to address social 
issues in the communityTulane University 2013 White paper







Scholarly vs. Scholarship

Scholarship
=

Peer-reviewed 
and disseminated 

product

Others’ 
solutions?Select best 

method
Teaching 

problem or issue

Scholarly

Method 
becomes part 
of repertoire

More feedback

Adjust if 
necessary

Formative critique 
or peer feedback

Record results

Observe results

Justify choice

Start

Adapted from Richlin, 2001
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SCHOLARSHIP =
Peer reviewed and 

disseminated product, 
based on rigorous 

methods, that makes 
academic/societal impact



If it's knot theory, what is it?

This is Public Health: 
Public Health in Practice

Public exhibits




