
 

 

 
 
Welcome! 
 
Congratulations on your admission to Carleton! As chair of the history department, I am happy to hear 
that you are interested in studying history in college. Our department is a vibrant, diverse, and 
multigenerational community, where students and faculty work together to uncover, create, and question 
accounts of the past. At Carleton, the study of history is not just a way to appreciate the complexity and 
the contingency of past events; it is also an education in the exciting challenges of learning the past and an 
exhortation understand our present. 
 
Every year we offer dozens of courses that let you explore the world from the ancient past right up to the 
present. A few highlights from just this year include  “African-American History II” “From Young Turks to 
Arab Revolutions: A Cultural History of the Modern Middle East,” and “From Alchemy to the Atom 
Bomb: The Scientific Revolution and the Making of the Modern World.” We also will teach you how to use 
a wide array of sources to investigate the past, from maps that predate Mercator to the Indigenous 
histories buried in the Carleton archives.  
 
But studying history is far more than coursework. We foster public history through student partnerships 
with museums and historical societies, including an academic civic engagement program we call 
“Historians for Hire.” We learn to recreate the past using digital tools and video games, and students work 
with faculty on research projects in far-flung archives and right here in Northfield. Our department also 
provides funding for students to pursue their own projects in the summer before their senior year. 
 
Students who major in history develop their own paths of study from a choice of eight historical fields, 
and most of our majors study off campus at least once. History faculty take students to explore medieval 
Rome in situ, hike the Grand Canyon, create walking tours of Revolutionary Boston, and discover the 
links between Arabs and Africans on the shore of the Indian Ocean. Through these programs and many 
others, students come to understand the complicated and fascinating relationship between our present 
world and our past. As one current student recently wrote, “I love taking history courses at Carleton 
because they provide such a great context to help me understand the world today. Topics I studied in class 
end up being relevant in lots of other classes and in so many surprising ways. And they’re just a lot of 
fun!” 
 
Everything has a history. As our students move out into the world, they find that their ability to make 
sense of the past becomes a powerful tool for shaping their futures. Carleton history majors go on to do 
great things in many fields: law, medicine, journalism, business, politics, education, and history. Our 
community of historians at here Carleton is warm and welcoming to all. We look forward to meeting you! 
Please feel free to reach out to me at szabin@carleton.edu if you would like to learn more about our 
department or our courses. 
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