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Education

Ph.D. - History, Brown University, 1998.  Thesis: The Decline of Life: Aspects of Aging in 
Eighteenth-Century England
M.A. - History, Brown University, 1992

B.A. - Carleton College, Northfield, MN, magna cum laude, 1989

Employment:

Book Review Editor, Journal of British Studies, 2025-2030.
Laird Bell Professor of History, 2021-present 

Professor, Department of History, Carleton College, Northfield, MN, 2011-2020 
Chair, Department of History, Carleton College, 2011-2014
David and Marian Adams Bryn-Jones Distinguished Teaching Professor of the Humanities, 

2011-2014

Director: Humanities Center at Carleton, Carleton College, 2011-2014
Associate Professor of History, Carleton College, 2005-2011
Assistant Professor of History, Carleton College, September 1998-2005
Awards and Fellowships 

2023 Doshisha Visiting Fellow, Doshisha University, Kyoto Japan

2020-21 “Castles to Classrooms” NEH Digital Humanities Grant, contributor (work completed, 

March 2022)
2017-2021 Co-Director, Mellon Foundation initiative on “Public Works: Connecting 
Communities through the Arts and Humanities,” four-year, $800,000. grant.

2015-2016 and 2016-2017 Co-Director (’15-'16) and Lead Scholar (’16-’17), National 
Endowment for Humanities Grant, “Dialogues on the Experiences of War,” in partnership with the Minnesota Humanities Center

2016-2017 Carleton College Faculty Development Endowment Fellowship

2012-2013 Mellon Foundation Planning Grant for Digital Humanities (with St. Olaf and 
Macalester Colleges) - P.I. for Carleton College

2010-11 American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship

2010-11 Carleton College Presidential Fellowship

2006-2007 Faculty Development Endowment award, Carleton College

2001-2002 Carleton College Bush Fellowship

2001-2002 Carleton College Class of '49 Research Fellowship

1997-1998 Ruth Landes Postdoctoral Fellowship Award, RISM

1994-95 Social Science Research Council Western Europe Dissertation Fellowship 

Selected Leadership and Professional Activities
Elected President of Carleton College Faculty, 2024-2027.

Member, “Age, Care and the Caring Crisis,” Working group for interdisciplinary project funded 

by Birkbeck Institute for Social Research, 2022-4.
Elected member, Nominating Committee of the American Historical Association, 2017-2020.

Elected member, American Friends of the Institute of Historical Research, London, 2016-2023.

External Evaluator for 12 different department reviews - history programs at Augsburg College 

(MN), Augustana College (IL)2014 and 2024, Bard 
College, Beloit College, Center College, Brigham Young University, Kalamazoo College, Lawrence University, Macalester College, Washington and Lee College, Winona State University (2014-2020). 

Editorial Board, Social Science History, 2015-2020

Social Science History Association, Presidential Book Prize Committee, (2014-2015; chair, 

2016).  

North American Conference on British Studies, Chair, elected member, Nominating Committee 
(2013-14); Undergraduate Essay Prize Committee (2018-2020, chair 2020)  
American Historical Association Tuning Project (2012-13), Cunningham Prize Committee 
(2009-2011)

Fellowship reviewer for: Fulbright Screening Committee (UK) (2010, 2011, 2013), the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (2011, 2017), and the American Council of Learned 
Societies (2013-2015). 

Elected Member, Carleton College Faculty Personnel Committee (2019-2022) 

Chair, Carleton College Faculty Affairs Committee (2012-2014)

Chair, Carleton College Argument and Inquiry Seminar Implementation Committee (2009-2010)

Elected Member, Carleton Presidential Search Committee (2009-2010)

Elected Member, Carleton Dean of the College Search Committee (2005-2006)

Elected Member, Carleton College Education and Curriculum Committee (1999-2001; 2007-09)

Selected Publications
Books:

Selected Publications
Books:
The Old Poor Law’s Workhouses (working title), with Alannah Tomkins and Samantha Williams, manuscript in progress.

The Cultural History of Old Age, co-editor with Rebecca Brannon, vol. 4, The Eighteenth Century, under contract with Bloomsbury, forthcoming, 2025.
History of Old Age in 
England, 1600-1800, 8 volumes.  London: Pickering and Chatto, 2008, 

and 2009. General Editor, with Lynn Botelho, Anne Kugler and Ingrid Tague.

The 'Decline of Life': Old Age in Eighteenth-Century England.  Cambridge: Cambridge


University Press, 2004. 

Power and Poverty: Old Age in the Pre-Industrial Past. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2002.


Editor, with Lynn Botelho and Katharine Kittredge

Articles and Chapters:

“The Purposeful Workhouse of England’s Old Poor Law,” Past & Present, forthcoming.

“Ageing in Europe,” Oxford Handbook of Ageing, under contract.

“Taskmasters and Old Poor Law Workhouses,” with Alannah Tomkins, in Steven King and 

Samantha Shave, eds. Staffing Institutions under the Old and New Poor Laws. In progress, due to editors May 1st, to be submitted to McGill University Press.
“Instructing the Young and Comforting the Aged in the Norwich and Norfolk Institution for the Indigent Blind, c. 1805-1850,” with Adam Smart, ’22 and Michael Schultz, ’22, Journal of British Studies. https://doi.org/10.1017/jbr.2023.139 (April, 2024).
“Reconsidering Poor Law Institutions by Virtually Constructing and Re-Viewing an Eighteenth-

Century Workhouse,” with Austin Mason, The Historical Journal, 64(3) (2021), 557-582. 
“‘A very Bad Presidente in the House’: Workhouse Masters, Care and Discipline in the 

Eighteenth-Century Workhouse,” Journal of Social History vol. 54 no. 4 (2021), pp. 1091–1119.

“The Elderly in the Eighteenth-Century Workhouse,” in Medicine and the Workhouse, edited by Jonathan Reinarz and Leonard Schwarz, Rochester Studies in Medical History (University of Rochester Press, 2013).

“Women, Households, and Independence under the Old English Poor Laws,” in 

Beatrice Moring, ed., Poor Women’s Economic Strategies (London: Pickering and Chatto, 2012).

 “Health, Illness and Old Age,” in Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine, ed. Mark 
Jackson. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011).
"Benevolence, Rights and Reciprocity in the Political and Philosophical Discourse of 
Eighteenth-Century England," with Anna Moltchanova, in The Culture of the Gift in Eighteenth-Century England,” ed. L. Zionkowski and C. Klekar. NY: Palgrave, 2008.
Introduction to Power and Poverty: Old Age in the Pre-Industrial Past. Westport, CT: 

Greenwood Press, 2002.

“Old Age,” entry for The Dictionary of Early Modern Europe.  NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 

2003. 

“The Complex History of Old Age in England,” review essay, The Gerontologist, Fall 2002.

“The Old Woman’s Home in Eighteenth-Century England,” in Women and Ageing in British 
Society since 1500, ed. L. Botelho and P. Thane.  London: Longman, 2000.

“Providing for the Elderly in Eighteenth-Century England,” Continuity and Change, 

13, 3 (1998).

“Reconstructing the Life-Cycle Experience of Poverty in the Time of the Old Poor Law,” 


with Samantha Williams, Archives (April 1998).
Book and Article Reviews for Journal of British Studies, Rural History, History: Reviews of New Books, Journal of Modern History, Population Studies, The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Journal of Economic History, Journal of Social History, American Historical Review, English Historical Review, The Historian, Social History, The Journal of Early Modern History, H-Albion, Medicine Studies: International Journal for the History, Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine & Allied Sciences, Social History of Medicine, The Public Historian; Age, Culture, Humanities; Social and Cultural History, London Journal, Continuity and Change, Victorian Studies, Oxford University Press, Yale University Press, Boydell and Brewer, Pickering and Chatto; Journal of Social History – book review; Continuity and Change – article review; Journal of Eighteenth-Century Studies – article review; Oxford University Press – book manuscript review; Cambridge University Press – book manuscript review. Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies – Journal Article Review.
Public and Digital Humanities Work

2024-5 Application submitted for Teaching Cultures and Castles in Virtual Reality, NEH 

Institute for Advanced Topics in Digital Humanities, Dr. Thomas Herron, PI, co-project lead with Austin Mason at Carleton.
Multi-Disciplinary Digital Approaches to Settlement in Early Modern Ireland and Britain, panel 

or North American Conference of British Studies, Nov. 2022. (Organized panel on digital humanities in teaching and scholarship of early modern Ireland.)

“Teaching about Food in Virtual Spaces: Anglo-Irish Food Fighting in Digital Reconstructions,” 

paper at symposium “From Table to Text: Borders and Boundaries in Food History,” March 3rd and 4th, 2023. A Virtual Conference Hosted by the History Department, University of California at Santa Barbara. Paper accepted and circulated, but participation in conference declined for emergency medical reasons.
Collaborations with Megan Dennis, Curator of the Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse 

Museum, E. Dereham, UK (partnering on digital exhibits, co-directing internships, archive development, etc.) 2015-2021.

‘Engaging with Structures of the Poor Laws through Collaboration across Institutions,” co-

presented with Megan Dennis, European Social Science History Association conference (virtual), April 2021.
Supervisor, Student Community Outreach Program Experience, partnership with Northfield 
Middle School and Northfield Historical Society, 2005-2008, 2011-2016, 2018-2019.

“Social Welfare in Historical Perspective: Present Politics, Past Dilemmas,” invited lecture to the 

Alexandria, MN Senior College, October 12, 2018.

Member, Board of Directors of Minnesota Humanities Center. Appointed by Governor Mark 

Dayton. 2015-2018.

Interview, BBC Radio 4 History Program “When Greeks Flew Kites”, October 29, 2017, podcast 

available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09by2sp.

Selected Presentations

“Failure to Reform: The Lessons of Early Efforts to Legislate on Workhouses,” Presented at the European Social Science History Conference, Leiden, Netherlands, March 27, 2025.

“Scandal, Work and Sociability in Dublin’s Institution for the Blind: Molyneux’s Problem,”


Presented at the North American Conference on British Studies, November 2023.

“Patterns of Age Relations and Ageism,” invited lecture for symposium “Historical Gerontology: Aging and Old Age in a Historical and Cultural Perspective,” funded from the Israel Science Foundation (ISF), University of Haifa, Israel, December 18-20, 2022.

“Taskmasters,” invited lecture (online) U.K. Workhouse Network, Dec. 6, 2022.

“A Tale of Two Scandals,” presentation with Chris Costello’23 (Humanities Center SRP, summer 2022), Northeast Conference on British Studies, Bates College, October 2022.
“Teaching Interdisciplinary Research via Social Science History,” Social Science History 

Association Annual Conference (virtual), Nov. 11, 2021.

“Blind, Young and Poor: Disability and Vulnerability in the Long Eighteenth Century,” paper 

presented with Michael Schultz and Adam Smart, undergraduate research partners, at Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, (virtual) October 14, 2021.

 “Ageism and Institutionalization in Periods of Crisis,” paper presented at the Old Age Care in 

Times of Crisis, Past & Present symposium (virtual) hosted by Birkbeck College, April, 2021.
“Making Work: Children’s Labor in the Eighteenth Century”, paper presented at the North 

American Conference on British Studies, (virtual), October 2020
“Another Way to Look at Party Conflict in a Divided Society,” paper presented at the North 

American Conference on British Studies, Providence, RI, October 27, 2018.
“Carrots or Sticks? Incentivizing Work in Institutions for the Poor in the Long Eighteenth 

Century,” paper presented at the World Economic History Conference, Boston, MA, July 2018. 

“The Cornice and the Arcade: Re-viewing an 18th-Century Institution through Virtual 3-D 
Reconstruction,” invited paper presented with Austin Mason, at the annual conference of the American Historical Association, Washington D.C., January 6, 2018.

“Workload and Labour Discipline in the Eighteenth-Century Workhouse," paper presented 
at the Economic History Society annual conference, Royal Holloway College, London, UK, March 31, 2017.

“Scaffolding History Skills in Liberal Arts College Departments,” paper presented at the 

American Historical Association annual conference, Denver, January 2017.

 “Making Skeins while Remaking the Poor: The Production of Goods in the Eighteenth-Century 
Workhouse”, paper co-presented with undergraduate students Alex Wachino and Madison Chambers, Midwest Conference on British Studies, September 2016.

“‘A very Bad Presidente in the House’: Workhouse Masters and Discipline in the Eighteenth-

Century Workhouse,” paper presented at the Birkbeck College’s symposium on Cultures of Harm in Institutions of Care: Historical & Contemporary Perspectives, April, 2016.

Invited Speaker: 2016 Symposium on Digital Scholarship in the Social Sciences and Humanities,


East Carolina University, March, 2016.
"Old Age and Pain in the Eighteenth Century," paper presented at the European Social Science 
History conference, Vienna, Austria, April 2014.
Singles and Society, 1500-1900; discussant, Social Science History Association, Chicago, 

November, 2013.
"Food and the Eighteenth-Century Workhouse," paper presented at the Anglo-American 
Conference, July 2013, London, UK.

"Silencing Pain in Old Age during the Long Eighteenth Century," Invited presentation at the 
Birkbeck Institute, London, symposium on Pain and Old Age, October 24, 2012.

“Why the Workhouse in the Eighteenth Century?” Invited talk for symposium: Institutional 


Perspectives on Early Modern Britain and Its Empire, Yale University, March 2012.
"The Many Configurations and Meanings of Family for the Former Slaves of the Sierra Leone 
Colony," paper co-written with Andrea Donahue, '10, presented at the annual conference of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Vancouver, March 2011.
“Women as Mothers under the Old Poor Law “, and “Aging and the Origins of Modern Pensions 
in the Eighteenth Century.”  Papers presented at sessions at the World Economic History 
Conference, Utrecht, August 2009; with pre-session workshop, Paris, March 16, 2009.
Keynote Speaker: (Re)Constructing the Aging Body : Western Medical Cultures and Gender, 

1600-2000, Mainz Germany, September 26, 2008.

Invited Speaker: Light Lecture Series, sponsored by the Wellcome Institute, University of 

Newcastle.  “Old Age in the Enlightenment: The Birth of Modern Ideas of Ageing?”  October 8, 2007.

Courses Taught, 2005-2018
History 100: The Age of Elizabeth

History 100: Society and Welfare in the Age of Austen

History 100: Soot, Smog and Satanic Mills in Industrializing Britain

History 100: Food and Public Health: Why the Brits Embraced White Bread
History 110: The English Civil War

History 139: Foundations of Modern Europe
History 200: Historians for Hire

History 217: Engaging Youth in History (Academic Civic Engagement Course)

History 218: History and Memory of the Vietnam War 

History 235: Bringing the English Past to Virtual Life (with Austin Mason, DH postdoc)

History 236: Women’s Lives in Pre-Modern Europe (with Victoria Morse, History)
History 237: The Enlightenment

History 239: From Sceptr’d Isle to Satanic Mills: Early Modern British History, renamed Health 

and Welfare in Industrializing Britain (2015)
History 239 (revised) Hunger and Food Provision in History

History 243: The Peasants Are Revolting: The Social and Political History of Early Modern 
France

History 245: The Origins of the Troubles, (later renamed Ireland: Land, Conflict and Memory)
History 246: Women’s Texts in Seventeenth-Century England (with Tim Raylor, English)

History 251: Japan and Europe: Worlds Apart? (with Seungjoo Yoon, History)

History 298: Junior Colloquium

History 335: “Finding Ireland’s Past”
History 395: European Family History

History 395: Revolutions in European History

History 395: The History of Poverty and Social Welfare
History 398: Advanced Historical Writing

